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‘Pay it forward’ boy leads Columbus Veterans Day parade 
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Lt.Col. Frank Dailey and 

Myles Eckert lead the 

Veterans Day parade. 

Myles received a great 

deal of attention when he 

saw Dailey in uniform and 

handed him a twenty dollar 

bill he found in the parking 

lot of a restaurant.
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Myles Eckert, who will turn 10 in March, didn’t plan to wave to the crowd during the Veterans Day parade 

through Downtown yesterday. Waving, he said, was to be his older sister’s job.

But as soon as Myles’ head and shoulders popped up out of the sunroof of the limousine and the parade of 

which he was a grand marshal stepped off down High Street, people called out to him.

A few knew his name: “Hey, Myles. Thank you, Myles,” they shouted.

But a lot of others watching from the sidewalks turned to one another and simply said, “There he is. There’s 

that kid. The one that gave away that $20.” And they’d whistle and wave their arms over their heads to get his 

attention.

Myles couldn’t help but wave back.

So for nearly two hours, he was the star. First, from the limo that led the parade, which featured 11 high-

school bands, six floats, more than 200 other units and a Sherman tank. And then from the reviewing stand 

in front of City Hall.

The theme this year was “Pay it Forward.”

Army Reserve Col. John Dreska, vice president of the Military Veterans Education Foundation in Columbus 

and a parade organizer, said it was an easy choice to invite Myles and Ohio Air National Guard Lt. Col. Frank 

Dailey to be this year’s honorary grand marshals.

Their story about paying it forward went wild earlier this year. And Dreska said Veterans Day is a perfect time 

for people to remember that a handshake, a pat on the shoulder or even a tip of the cap can mean so much to 

those who have served their country.

“The most important thing is just saying that you care,” he said. “Just take a second to say, ‘ Thank you for 

your service.’ That’s good enough.”

Myles, whose father, Army Sgt. Andy Eckert, died in Iraq in 2005, had taken it one step further.

In February, while walking with his family into a Toledo-area Cracker Barrel, Myles found a $20 bill in the 

parking lot. He spotted Dailey in his uniform a few tables away. Myles asked his mom, Tiffany, for the 

notepad he knew she always kept in her purse. On a piece of paper, he wrote:

My dad was a soldier. He’s in heaven now. I found this $20 in the parking lot when we got here. We like to 

pay it forward in my family. It’s your lucky day! Thank you for your service.

He signed it Myles Eckert, a gold star kid.

He gave the note and the money to Dailey.

The chance meeting and word of Myles’ gift quickly spread through the power of social media.

And, as a result of the donations and well wishes that flowed into the Eckert family after that, nearly $2 

million was donated to Snowball Express, a national organization that supports the children of fallen troops.

Now, the Eckerts have started their own family scholarship program through an organization called Folds of 
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Thank you Myles from another Old Veteran.
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Honor, with the scholarships going to the spouses and children of veterans killed in action.

Tiffany Eckert said being invited to lead the Columbus parade, one of the largest in the Midwest, was special.

“Our family, regardless of the tragedy that affected us so greatly, remains proud patriots. I have taught my 

children three themes: to be better, not bitter; to pay it forward; and that kindness always wins. What 

happened to Andy didn’t change that for us,” she said.

“The beautiful thing about what Myles did in that restaurant is that it proved that what you do doesn’t have to 

be some grandiose gesture.”

Dailey, who has 28 years in the military, said there are lots of ways to help: volunteer at a Veterans 

Administration hospital, drive a veteran without transportation to a doctor’s appointment, visit a lonely old 

soldier on a holiday.

Or just do this: When you see someone in uniform, extend a hand.

“That makes us complete,” he said. “Saying thanks costs you nothing, but it’s worth a million.”&amp; amp; 
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