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Miramar Rule: Refs group OKs new rule after @FootballMiramar coin-

toss flare-up
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riday's non-handshake during the coin toss of the Flanagan-Miramar game leaves the 

Patriots $750 poorer and short a couple of assistant coaches and one player. But the 

fallout also is being felt beyond Miramar.

On Monday, Broward Schools athletic director Damien Huttenhoff met with the county's 

football referees at South Plantation High to make rule changes that will address similar 

situations should they arise in the future.

On Friday, when Miramar's players refused to shake hands with players from Flanagan, head 

referee Steve Torres flagged the Patriots for unsportsmanlike conduct and the 15-penalty was 

assessed on the kickoff.

Under the new rule, if a team's captains fail shake hands, players from both teams will be sent 

back to their respective sidelines. The referee would then bring the coaches to midfield and give 

them a warning: if the players do not shake hands, the coach of the team failing to do so will be 

flagged for an unsportsmanlike conduct violation. Two such penalties during a game will result 

in ejection.

Article continues below 

An estimated 60 refs attending Monday's meeting agreed to the proposed rule change.
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Huttenhoff said he first informed athletic directors across the county about the proposal, and 

with the refs' OK, the new policy will go into effect after ADs sign off. Huttenhoff said he 

expects their approval this week.

"Part of sportsmanship is shaking hands prior to the coin toss -- and we want that observed," 

Ty Sager, commissioner of the Broward Football Officials Association, said. "This has happened 

before, but because the media was on hand, it was something that had to be addressed."
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