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“GET BACK” COACHES IMPORTANT 

 

Guys, 

This is interesting. 

Mike 
 

Story from Waco-Tribune: 

 
Cherry: Sideline buffer serving purpose 
 

By Brice Cherry, Tribune-Herald youth sports editor 
 

Wednesday, October 03, 2007 
 
When it comes to specialized coaching instruction, football takes the cake. 

 
In football, you’ve got running back coaches and linebacker coaches and 

offensive line coaches and defensive line coaches and even kicking coaches. 
Then you’ve got that ultra-specific guy known as the Get-Back Coach. 
 

The job of the Get-Back Coach is to offer two simple words of instruction to 
players standing on the sideline who venture a little too close to the field. 

Those words being, of course, “Get back!” 
 
The Get-Back Coach has never been so busy as he has this year. If you’ve 

attended a high school game this season, you’ve undoubtedly seen a flag 
thrown for that oft-overlooked, seldom-understood infraction of sideline 

interference. 
 
In fact, you’ve probably seen two or three. 

 
‘It’s a major safety issue’ 

 
The Texas Association of Sports Officials, in conjunction with the UIL, issued 
a directive to its member officials this year to more strictly emphasize 

sideline penalties. 
 

The genesis for the increased awareness is a multimillion-dollar lawsuit filed 
against TASO and five game officials by a San Antonio-area coach who was 
left a quadriplegic after a collision with an official two years ago. 

 
“We have coaches who tell us, ‘You’re more interested in what’s happening 

over here than what’s going on on the field,’ ” said Larry Weeks, president of 
the Waco chapter of TASO. “But it’s a major safety issue.” 



 
According to Weeks, the first six feet of the sideline — sometimes called “the 

white area” — belong to the officials. Coaches may enter that area or step 
onto the field to bark out offensive or defensive signals in between plays, but 

they must step behind that six-feet zone once the ball is snapped. 
 
If coaches or players enter that area, it’s an infraction. Teams are given two 

warnings, then a five-yard penalty and finally a 15-yard markoff. 
 

Of course, many officials will communicate to the coaches and players that 
they need to retreat long before the first flag is thrown. 
 

“We try to work with them, do some preventative officiating,” Weeks said. 
“We basically warn them before (an official) warning.” 

 
“The good officials are more flexible,” University coach LeRoy Coleman said. 
“They’ll tell you, ‘Back up, give me some space.’ ” 

 
Even with an increased number of sideline-warning flags this year, Weeks 

said he’s noticed coaches taking far more care to stay out of the restricted 
area. 

 
“I’ve been surprised, because there’s been a marked improvement from Day 
One,” Weeks said. “Has it been perfect? No. But it’s been better.” 

 
Controversial calls 

 
Penalizing a team is the surest way to correct a problem, though from the 
coaches’ perspective, the officials occasionally suffer from lapses in 

judgement, resulting in harsh repercussions. 
 

“We had one in the La Vega game that was controversial,” Coleman said. 
“One of the officials ran into one of our players, but it was an incomplete 
pass situation where a kid was trying to get on the field (for the next play).” 

 
“Most of (the officials) do a good job, though,” Coleman added. 

 
From my view high above the sidelines in the press box, I say TASO’s efforts 
are to be praised. Safety, whether it relates to the players, the coaches or 

the refs, should always be the No. 1 priority. I’ve seen plenty of instances 
over the years where that safety has been violated, including by one 

unnamed local coach who spent so much time on the field that he could have 
thrown a block. 
 

Hmmm . . . What about a Get-Back Coach for the coaches? 

 

 

 



IN ADDITION FROM THE WEBMASTER 

 

This article was published in the Logan Banner on September 26
th
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Coach Davis, Perrin suffer injuries 
By PAUL ADKINS, Sports Editor 

Last Friday night’s Logan High School football game at Chapmanville proved costly. 

 

Not only did the No. 5-ranked Wildcats lose the game, 13-12, they also lost Derrick Perrin and assistant 

coach Jason Davis. 

 

Perrin, a junior who plays defensive back, running back and wide receiver, left the game with a neck injury. 

After going to the hospital Perrin was told he had a hairline fracture of the C-1 vertebrae in his neck. 

 

Perrin has to wear a tight neck brace for the next six to eight weeks but is expected to make a full recovery. 

He is lost, however, for the season. 

 

“After he wears the neck brace for six to eight weeks they will rediagnose him then,” Logan coach Gary 

Mullins said. “But right now he’s doing OK. We’re just going to keep praying and make sure that he’s OK. 

That’s the most important thing.” 

 

After getting injured and helped off the field, the seriousness of Perrin’s injury was not fully known. 

 

“He’s tougher than most kids,” Mullins said. “He got up and walked off on his own power. He even wanted to 

go back into the game. After about 20 minutes of him sitting over there we knew something was wrong 

because it got progressively worse.” 

 

Perrin hopes to make a comeback next season for the Wildcats. 

“It’s too early to say anything one way or another,” Mullins said. “We’re not trying to be doctors. We’re just 

hoping that he feels better.” 

 

Davis, a Wildcat assistant coach and head mentor at Logan Middle School, was knocked down along the 

sideline as Logan’s Cody Baisden was tackled by three Chapmanville players. The pile of bodies rolled into 

Davis, who had his legs taken out from under him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



The injuries to Davis are not yet known. 

 

“He goes to the doctor today,” Mullins said. “The early prognosis is that he blew out at least one ligament in 

his knee. That wasn’t a nice hit. When you are over there on the sideline sometimes you can’t get out of the 

way fast enough.” 

 

After Davis was knocked down he was helped up and an ambulance pulled up on the track waiting to take 

him to the hospital. 

 

Davis, though, refused to go and stayed until the game was over. 

 

Davis, a Chapmanville High School graduate, played collegiate football at Glenville State College. His last 

year, he played at Glenville for current WVU head coach Rich Rodriguez. 

 

“He made sure that he was there for the end of the game that’s for sure,” Mullins said of Davis. 

 

It’s not known if Davis will be able to coach Logan Middle School’s game on Thursday at home against Poca. 

 

“A lot of that will be determined today when he goes to the doctor,” Mullins said. 
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CALLING FOULS OUT OF YOUR AREA 

 

To Mike: 
 

I have heard some questions about officials calling fouls out of their area of 

responsibility.  Some say "if you see it, call it"; some say "even if you see it, if it is out of 

your area, don't call it".  Would you give me your thoughts on this and, from an 

observer's standpoint, which is proper? 

 

From Mike: 

 

If you are properly officiating, looking off the ball, officiating the ball when in your 

zone, etc., then there will be very few times when you will call a foul out of your 

“area”.  There are times however, when it is appropriate to call fouls not in your 

“area”.  I am putting area in quotation marks on purpose.  The entire field is really 

each official’s area and sometimes you need to flag a foul not in your prime area. 

  

 

 


