
PASS INTERFERENCE QUIZ 

IS THE RULING CORRECT? 
 

1. QB A1 throws a forward pass to end A88 who is 10 yards beyond the line of 

scrimmage.  A88 pushed B35 to get to the pass.  Ruling:  Legal play since A88’s 

contact was before the pass was caught. 

2. A1’s pass is in the air when B35 contacts A88 causing A88 to fall over.   

      Ruling:  Pass interference on the defense. 

3. A1 is about to throw a forward pass when B35 contacts A88 from the front 

causing A88 to stumble.  The pass is then thrown and B35 intercepts.   

      Ruling: Foul on B35. 

4. As A1 is scrambling behind the line, A88 blocks B35 6 yards beyond the line and 

then hooks and catches A1’s pass.  Ruling:  Legal play since A88 made a legal 

block prior to the pass being thrown. 

5. As A1 is scrambling around behind his line, A88 comes back behind the line and 

A1 throws a forward pass toward A88.  Prior to the ball reaching A88, B35 

contacts A88 from the side, above the waist, causing the pass to fall incomplete.  

Ruling:  Defensive pass interference. 

 

INTENTIONAL GROUNDING QUIZ 

IS THE RULING CORRECT? 

 

6. QB A1 is about to get tackled for a 10 yard loss when he throws the ball forward 

and out of bounds.  A88 was under the flight of the ball but the ball was 10 yards 

over A88’s head.  Ruling:  Intentional grounding with a 5 yard penalty and loss 

of down from the spot of the pass. 

7. 2
nd

 and 10 on A’s 25.  A1 rolls out and away from B’s rush and throws a pass in 

the direction of A88 who is on his 35.  The pass lands on A’s 30-yard line directly 

between A1 and A88.  Ruling:  No foul. 

8. 2
nd

 and 10 on A’s 25.  There are 20 seconds left in the half.  A1 rolls out and is 

having trouble locating an eligible receiver.  He throws a forward pass which 

lands 10 yards out of bounds about 15 yards downfield.  Ruling:  Intentional 

grounding to conserve time.  Penalize A 5 yards from the spot of the pass making 

it 3rd and about  20.  Start the clock on the ready. 

9. 2
nd

 and 10 on B’s 20-yard line with 20 seconds in the half and the clock is 

running.  A1 takes the hand-to-hand snap and immediately throws the ball to the 

ground so the clock will be stopped.  Ruling:  Legal. 

10. 2nd
 and 10 on B’s 20-yard line with 20 seconds in the half and the clock is 

running.  A1, who is 5 yards behind the snapper, takes the snap and immediately 

throws the ball to the ground to stop the clock.  Ruling:  Foul for intentional 

grounding.  Start the clock on the snap. 
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KEY 

 

1. False  -- Offensive restrictions begin with the snap. 

2. True --  Defensive restrictions begin when the pass is thrown. 

3. False --  Legal contact by B prior to pass being released. 

4. False --  Same as #1. 

5. False – Pass interference cannot occur behind the LOS. 

 

6.  True – 10 yards overhead is not in the vicinity. 

7.  True – This pass is in the vicinity of an eligible offensive receiver. 

8. True – Obvious intent to illegally conserve time  -  start clock on ready. 

9. True – Legal.  See 7-5-2d EXP. 

10. False – Start the clock on the ready since it was stopped illegally. 


