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2015 Observations from Mike Webb 

 

 

Week 10 

 

 

A question was raised this week.  What should we do if the defense claps hands when 

the QB is using the hand-clap to signal the snap.  9-5-1d  states this would be an 

unsportsmanlike act.  I think it may happen once and we don’t catch it, but we can give 

the defense a warning to quit the hand clap.  If they do it again, it is a foul. I sent videos 

on this Wednesday of this week. 

 

https://vimeo.com/143878389 

There are a few teams who have their QB use the hand slap when it is 3rd or 4th and 

short.  They don’t do it at any other time.  False Start. 

Our wings are doing a much better job of getting the proper forward progress spot. 

However, some are missing action right in front of them.  This clip shows an obvious 

block in the back. 

 

 https://vimeo.com/143878434  

 

Line Judges, if a play ends up in front of you and the line to gain has been reached, 

step off the sideline onto the field to signal stop the clock.  This way, our clock operators 

can see you better.  Linesmen must mirror this timeout signal, as should everyone else 

who sees it. 

In this clip there is an obvious hurdle.  The back judge caught it.  The referee needs to 

get back at about a 45 degree angle to see the snapper and offside offensive linemen.  

The umpire should have seen this but look at his head as the play unfolds.   

 

https://vimeo.com/143878474 

 

Just a reminder before playoffs get started.  

 

 

A reminder, a tweet-tweet-tweet on the whistle indicates something has happened that 

needs everyone’s attention.  One blast is all we need to indicate the ball is dead, for the 

ready-for-play signal or a timeout is to be taken. 

https://vimeo.com/143878389?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfGEyMWY5MDI3Yjg1ZjFiOWNiMDUzMDVmOWJhNGNlOTBkMTAwMHwzMTI1OTAyMHwxNDQ2MDQ1NDIxfDc3MDE%3D
https://vimeo.com/143878434?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDZhMzFmNzQwNWVjMjFhZTNhNTIxOTk1ZDczNTFiY2E5Mjl8MzEyNTkwMjB8MTQ0NjA0NTQzOXw3NzAx
https://vimeo.com/143878474?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDBkOWJlYzFhZTkwM2YwNzA3NjEyYmZjNmMxYWViMDM3NTgyfDMxMjU5MDIwfDE0NDYwNDU0NjB8NzcwMQ%3D%3D
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8g560di8p0bduk/White%20Hat%20problems.mpg?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8g560di8p0bduk/White%20Hat%20problems.mpg?dl=0
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Still seeing “pile pickers” that go unnoticed.   

Are we having fun yet? 

 

 

Week 9 

 

 

Hard to believe there are just two weeks left  in the regular season. 

Playoff officials need to get in some extra study and re-emphasize proper mechanics. 
 

Play:  A first and ten at the A-20.  A11’s legal forward pass is tipped behind the neutral 

zone by eligible receiver A22. The ball continues in flight. At the A-27, A63, an ineligible 

receiver, pushes B39 out of the way to prevent B39 from intercepting the pass. The 

pass falls incomplete. 

 

Ruling:  You tell me.  Would it be a different ruling if it was A88 who pushed B39?  

Play:  3rd and 5 on A’s 25-yard line. QB A12 runs past his line to gain (his 30-yard line), 

then retreats back behind the LOS and throws a legal forward pass which is caught by 

A45 at A’s 35-yard line.  At least 2 linemen (#76 and #63) are standing on their 30-yard 

line when the pass is caught by A45. 

 

Question; are #76 and #63 ineligibles illegally down field? 

 

Ruling:  The pass is legal.  You need to know if either or both #76 and #63 went 

beyond their expanded neutral zone (A’s 27-yard line) prior to when the quarterback 

released his pass.  The trick to getting this correct is for the umpire to view movement at 

his edge of the expanded neutral zone and both wings being alert to when linemen on 

their side move beyond the expanded neutral zone. 

 

All of this is really difficult if both wings quickly move downfield and not be in position to 

see the QB return behind the LOS.  The umpire should turn to watch the initial run by 

A12 and then turn again as A12 retreats.  Then the umpire must get to his edge of the 

expanded neutral zone.  This would be easy to screw up if a flag is thrown when an 

official sees #76 and #63 standing near where the pass is caught. 

 

See the whole thing !!!!! 
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The Postgame 

 

There have been many articles written about conducting a solid pregame meeting with 

our fellow officials. The advice in these stories is sound and the need for pregame 

conferences seems to increase over time. It doesn’t matter if it is a middle school game, 

30-year veteran partners or any other scenario, a pregame meeting is a requirement.  

 

However, I think we need to give the postgame wrap-up just as much attention. What 

we can learn from the game just completed can be more educational than all the 

discussions about what we should do. The postgame meeting shouldn’t take as much 

time as a pregame and perhaps doesn’t require a formal structure like many officials 

use before the contest. 

 

It has been said, the pregame meeting gets you ready for this game; the postgame gets 

you ready for the rest of your life. It does require honesty and insight. 

 

The postgame shouldn’t be one of the officials stating, “Well, we were the best team on 

the court.”  There is no value in the only conversation after the contest being, “Can you 

believe how much the blue team coach complained,” or “I didn’t think number 44 acted 

like an all-star.” 

 

One of my crew mates is often the instigator of the conversation after a game. Before 

we are even seated in the locker room he says, “What can we take from this game that 

will make us better next time?” That usually leads to just a couple of minutes of 

commentary that may include comments like, “I need go deeper in the outfield on a fly 

ball,” “I should have stayed deeper in the backcourt on the press,” or “I need to release 

downfield faster on a punt.” 

 

A postgame discussion can also be about calls officials aren’t sure about. Asking our 

partners if they agreed with a block/charge call or if they thought we kicked a double 

play brings good feedback. Often we find we were correct and shouldn’t worry. Other 

times, we find we missed the call and know we must work harder the next game. 

 

The most challenging part of a postgame meeting is commenting on our partners. While 

we may ask them for feedback on our performance, not everyone is so welcoming of 

commentary. However, it makes us all better when we are honest, without being cruel. 

“Tom, I thought your five second counts were very fast against white.” “Dave, I felt like 

you were too deep as back judge on obvious running plays.” Those are opinions that 

can lead to learning and improvement. It is not appropriate to have a laundry list of 

grievances with any one official, but an item or two offered respectfully is valuable.  
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Remember that good criticism leads to good learning. A solid pregame meeting is a part 

of serving the student-athletes well before you step onto the field or court. A solid 

postgame meeting is part of serving the athletes better the next game. Having a 

postgame discussion is an idea that works. 

 

Printed from ArbiterSports.com  Sent out by John Barker RV. 

Play:  Ball at A’s 35. QB Drops back to pass. Tackled 5 yards behind the LOS. During 
the play, Team B is holding at A’s 40. Penalty accepted. Where do we walk from? Is our 
rule 10 that hard? 
 
Ruling:  Running play (always ask whether we have a running play or loose ball play) 
so the enforcement is from the end of the run.   
 
 
Back Judge too deep at snap.  Not a kicking down. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Play:  R22 catches a punt on his 2-yard line and his momentum carries him back into 

the end zone.  He attempts to get out but is tackled in his end zone.  During the running 

play R83 blocked an opponent in the back at the 8-yard line. 

 

The officials penalized R from their own 20-yard line rather than from the 2-yard line.  

Stated K’s kick put the ball into R’s end zone making it a touchback.  They set the ball 

on R’s 10-yard line 1st and 10 for R. 

 

Ruling:  The kick ended when R22 caught it.  The momentum exception goes into 

Back Judges – For normal scrimmage 

plays be at least 5 yards deeper than 

the deepest defender or 17-20 yards 

from the LOS.  Get too deep you get 

overcome by the smell of popcorn. 
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effect when R22’s momentum forced him back into his end zone.  Enforcement should 

have been from R’s 2-yard line ½ the distance.  R’s ball on their one-yard line 1st and 

10. 

 

Now consider this.  If the kick did put the ball in the end zone (R caught it there) and 

R83 had a block in the back at R’s 8-yard line the penalty should have been from 

behind the basic spot (the 20) so enforcement should be from the 8-yard line.  They 

screwed it up twice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Week 8 

                         

 “Helmet testing”                  Knee pads doing this dude any good? 

 

What is wrong  

????here? 
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Week 8 

 

 

A week with no misapplication of the rules?  Must be since I have not heard of any. 

Great work crews. 
 

 

 

 

Play:  QB rolls out and as he is being brought to the ground, he throws the ball forward 

and it does not cross the LOS.  There are no eligible receivers close to where the ball 

landed near the line judge.  There is a flag for an ineligible downfield thrown by the line 

judge.  What should happen now?  What is the penalty?  Sort it out. 

Mechanics:  Kickoff, the umpire moves downfield with the runner and gets the dead 

ball spot.  The line judge hustles up to the spot as well, takes the ball from the umpire, 

tosses it out to his ball boy as the umpire moves to the nearest hash mark. 

 

What needs to be done is for the umpire to keep the spot, the line judge needs to stay 

ahead of the play and observe players after the ball is dead.  (FADE & FOLLOW).  The 

umpire should leave the ball at the dead ball spot, then let the line judge stay with the 

ball.  Do not move the dead ball until a new ball is placed at the hash mark. 

http://screengrabber.deadspin.com/this-texas-tech-two-point-conversion-is-a-work-of-

art-1737107630 

 

Was this a legal snap?  Did he pick the ball up first? 

 

 

 

Week 7 

 

 

Some problems that we need to deal with. 

Keep the positive special reports coming. 

http://screengrabber.deadspin.com/this-texas-tech-two-point-conversion-is-a-work-of-art-1737107630
http://screengrabber.deadspin.com/this-texas-tech-two-point-conversion-is-a-work-of-art-1737107630


Page 7 of 24 
 

 
Thanks for all your hard work. 
 

 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/highschool/sfl-video-miramar-gets-unsportsmanlike-

penalty-before-coin-toss-20151003-htmlstory.html  

 

After watching this I hope all of you realize how much fun high school football is in West 

Virginia. 

 

By the way, this is not the way to handle a coin toss.  

 

 

From a fellow official 

 

“Working at Umpire. # 46 Blue says "Ref! That "N" is holding me!" "Excuse me?" "That 

"N" is holding me!" "Use numbers please!" "Number 52 is holding me!" Offense comes 

to the LOS, "Number 52, # 46 says you're holding watch your hands!" "That "N" is 

holding me!" 

 

I blow the whistle, call for Captains, decide that's not enough. Call for Coaches. 

Coaches arrive "OK # 46 what did you tell me?" "I said # 52 is holding me" "Before I 

asked that you use numbers please" Looks at the ground kicks dirt "Come on, nobody 

gets mad trust me" "I said that "N" is holding me!"  I look at the coaches and say "If I use 

that word what would happen to me?" "Probably get your butt kicked before you get to 

the car" "If I can't use the word, you can't use the word. We all talk the same OK? Do we 

agree coaches?" "Absolutely!" "Players OK?" "OK!" "Let's play some football" . 

 

Coaches came by after the game and thanked me. "Most of these kids have no Dads at 

home or Dads they rarely see. You handled them as if they were men and they 

understood your intent was good. Our guys trust you and thought it was funny the white 

guy trying to help them" "Helped when I asked about getting my butt kicked didn't it?" 

"They won't stop talking about it." 

 

 

Prior to this week we have about 160 games out of 613 decided by a score differential 

of 35 or more points.  10 of our schools are responsible for 20% of these lopsided 

games. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/highschool/sfl-video-miramar-gets-unsportsmanlike-penalty-before-coin-toss-20151003-htmlstory.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/highschool/sfl-video-miramar-gets-unsportsmanlike-penalty-before-coin-toss-20151003-htmlstory.html
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Play:  QB runs beyond his LOS and then retreats and throws a forward pass that 

crosses the LOS.  Ruling: Legal play, just watch for ineligibles being illegally downfield 

before the pass is thrown. 

Play:  Would-be punter has his knee on the ground as he attempts to recover a bad 

snap.  He bobbles the ball while his knee is on the ground, then lifts his knee and gains 

possession of the ball.  He then gets the kick off cleanly.  Ruling:  Play is not dead 

when he touches the ball because he does not possess it.  He can rise, then gain 

possession and keep the play live. 

Play:  B88 has his knees on the ground on the sideline and reaches in and touches a 

fumble.  Ruling:  The play is dead because a player out of bounds touched the ball.  He 

does not have to possess it to rule it out of bounds.  
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Good sidelines look like these. 
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Play:  4th and 10 at K’s 5 yard line. K1’s punt is partially blocked and the kicked ball 

goes beyond the neutral zone in the air. R1 muffs the kicked ball in flight back behind 

the neutral zone. K1 recovers the kick in his end zone and takes a knee. Ruling: 

Safety. The original force is still K1’s kick. Therefore K is responsible for forcing the ball 

into K’s end zone. R1’s muff is not a new force as the kicked ball was still in flight. See: 

8-5-1a and 2-13-1.    

Play:  Personal foul on a successful try and the penalty accessed on the kickoff.  Kickoff 

from R’s 45 and the kick goes out of bounds on R’s 28-yard line.  What now?  Ruling: R 

can take the ball from their 28 or from their 20 which is 25 yards from the free kick line.  

In this game it took several minutes for the crew to figure out what to do.  The ball was 

placed on R’s 32.  Don’t ask me why. The covering official on the kick threw his flag in 

the air instead of on the spot where the kick crossed the sideline. 

I really like these kinds of reports. 

 

“South Charleston coaching staff and players displayed good sportsmanship throughout 

the entire contest. Players were encouraging to opponents and coaches conducted 

themselves in a manner that created a positive  atmosphere. Coaches were respective 

to fouls and explanations and ask questions rather than being negative toward the 

officiating crew.” 

 

 

Crews need to leave old ball at spot then replace it with the one you are bringing in 

when the play ends up in the field of play. 

 

There are some personal fouls you need to give two signals, ie, roughing the passer, 

egregious BBW, 15-yard face mask, etc. 

Play:  3rd and 8. Runner A1 gets his helmet ripped off via his face mask.  Whistles are 

sounded to kill the play.  A1 keeps running and whistles keep sounding. 

 

What do you have? 
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Week 6 

 

 

In addition to this week’s comments there is a play I cannot confirm. 

Punt and R2 catches the ball on his 10-yard line.  He retreats into his end zone then 
comes back into the field of play.  He then fumbles the ball out of bounds. 
 
The crew awarded a safety because, they said, R cannot run a kick out of his end zone. 
 
Don't know about this one for sure.  Help. 
 

From a fellow official last week.  “Most important, a shout out to the players for their 

sportsmanship on the field and also the coaches for wanting to shorten the fourth 

quarter.  Having been involved with lopsided scores three of the first four weeks and 

coaches not wanting to shorten the quarters, this was a testament to these two coaches 

and programs.” 

 

This picture is a puzzler.  What is this, a tackle by his teammate? 

 

 

 

Get this, Team A lines up with a fullback under the snapper and the quarterback under 

a tackle.  Coach of that team said he has been doing it all season.  The referee in this 

week’s game properly called it as an illegal formation to the surprise of that team’s 

coach. 

 

Also had a blocked punt picked up behind the LOS by a member of the kicking team 

and handed it to an official who blew his whistle.  This is an inadvertent whistle.   
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Focus!!! 

Play:  K punts and the ball only goes about 10 yards up field.  R1 comes racing in to 

make the catch and signals for a fair catch.  The ball bounced off his shoulder pads and 

went back behind the LOS.  R3 picked up the ball and raced in for an apparent TD.   

 

Ruling:  The ball became dead as soon as R3 gained possession because his 

teammate signaled for a fair catch.  No TD. 

Some good things happen, even in the heat of battle. 

 

 “Ritchie County Head Coach and players agreed to allow a young man with MS from 

Ravenswood to score late in the game. The young man cannot have contact but has 

practiced with the team and dressed for every game in his high school career. 

Awesome display of sportsmanship to allow this young man to play and have a great 

moment after the game had been decided.” 

 

 

Week 5 

 

 

Lots to consider this week. 

Are we getting better as football officials?  From what I have seen, most are indeed 
improving. 
 
Keep up the good work. 
 
Some referees are not taking captains out for the coin toss at approximately 3 minutes 

prior to kickoff and also aren’t bringing them out before the beginning of the second half.   

 

We changed this mechanic this year to what we used prior to 2014.  Stay up to date on 

these mechanics. 

 

Bring the captains out 3 minutes prior to kickoff and also prior to the beginning of the 2nd 

half. 

Here are some comments from Jesse Garcia (MD) from last week. 

 

“Over the course of my 32 years of officiating High School football, I have had the 

pleasure of working memorable games that will always stick with me for some reason.  

Friday night's game between Fairmont Sr. and Lewis Co. will be one of those games.  It 



Page 13 of 24 
 

was an outstanding game, played with a playoff atmosphere, by 2 teams who fought to 

the end to win this contest.    The kids were great throughout the night as were the 

coaching staffs of both teams.  The mission of both the coaches and players was to win 

and their concentration was on that mission throughout the night.  The sportsmanship 

was great all night long by both teams.   This made the game enjoyable to work, 

knowing that both teams were giving 100% effort to win, but doing so in a manner that 

represented such a positive display of sportsmanship throughout the contest.  Their 

schools and communities should be proud of these teams.   A game like the one we had 

Friday night is why football will reign as the king of High School sports.  The 

administration of both schools should be proud of how their coaches prepared the kids 

and on how well the kids played.   It was a pleasure to be a part of this game”. 

Play:  

 

Third and 10 @ B's 40 YL. A1 gains 10 yards and is downed on B's 30. A2 taunts B1  

during the run. 

 

RULING: Since the live ball action gave A a new series, (signal 1st and ten), the LTG 

shall be established after A is penalized for A2’s unsportsmanlike act.  It will 

be first and 10 for A from B's 45 YL.  

WINGS:  Here is an idea.  Start the down about a foot or two outside the sideline.  Then 

the coaches will have to get back out of your way.  Those of you who work Weir games 

need to work on this. 

Play: 

 

A-11 thinks he is the 12th man on the field.  He had been inside the 9-yard marks when 

the ready had been given.  He runs off the field then realizes he is the 11th man and 

steps back on the field but doesn’t get back inside the 9-yard marks. 

 

Ruling: This is not a substitution foul but it needs to be called an illegal participation foul 

(the old hideout).  If he would re-establish his position inside the 9-yard marks there 

would be no foul.  If we did not require him to get back inside the 9-yard marks coaches 

would use this to trick teams into not setting up their defense properly.  Team A would 

be gaining a BIG advantage. 
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Click thumbnail.    

Prep Game 

Blowouts_herald_09242015.pdf
 

 

Coaches who were adamant about all-year coaching now want to have a running clock 

to shorten a game.  Come on guys, let’s play ball. 

Mike’s comments.   Would a mandated running clock be better than mandating 

shortening periods?  Do not leave it up to the coaches, just set a target score and either 

run the clock (which requires new mechanics to be determined later) or just shorten 

periods after target score has been reached.  Need some input from our officials.  

Sportsmanship, injuries, playing time for younger players, etc. are all things that come 

into play with making any decisions. 

 

There were about 30 games in week 4 that had a margin of 35 or more points between 

winners and losers.  There were around 22 in week 5. 

Here is a video to help us prepare for a successful playoff season.  

 

https://vimeo.com/140337670  

 

Now, those of you who work in Ohio, refresh your WV mechanics.  Take captains out for 

coin toss and bring them out to start the 2nd half, 

 

BJ’s are not to run to their hash on kickoffs, etc.  Study !!! 

Plays: 

 

 A1’s pass is intercepted by B1 in B’s end zone. B1 attempts to run it out but fumbles 

from the end zone onto the field of play with the loose ball coming to rest at the 3 yard 

line.(1) A2 in an attempt to recover the fumble leaps onto the ball and muffs it back into 

B’s end zone and across the end line or (2) B2 in an attempt to recover the fumble leaps 

onto the ball and muffs it back into B’s end zone and across the end line. 

 

Figure out the RULINGS. 

A repeated question; can a player wear wrestling knee pads over the knee and under 

the pant without a pad in the pant pocket?  Answer; Yes.  Can the pad protrude below 

the pant?  Yes.  

 

 

Week 4 

https://vimeo.com/140337670
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The game is well.  Probably too many blowouts (we will be working on this for next 

year).  Our officials are doing a good job. 

Keep up the good work.  Report positive stuff to the school's earning these accolades. 
 

 

Play:  K lines up to punt. The punt is a poor, poor punt which goes maybe 10 yards but 

past the LOS. The ball hits a K player in the head before it hits the ground. There is no 

R player in a position to catch the punt or even making an attempt to catch the punt. 

Should this have been Kick Catching Interference??? 

 

 Ruling:  No, it is first touching.  What would you do if K tried to catch the punt under 

these circumstances and muffed? 

 

    

 

 

Here is the clip.    https://vimeo.com/139416177 

What in the world is happening with our kids?  If no one else can fix this type of 

behavior we, at least, must try. 

https://vimeo.com/139416177
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Here is a clip referees can learn from. 

 

Watch the snap, see the punter get possession, watch the offside blocks, then see the 

contact to the punter.  Was the defender blocked into the kicker?  Was the referee wide 

enough?  I think his depth was good. 

Punt - End Zone 

View.mp4
.   

I wonder how many times this has happened this year. 

 

 

Play:  A1 throws a legal forward pass into B’s end zone and A2 makes the catch.  B34 

commits DPI.  Referee signals score and says A declines the penalty. 

 

WRONG:  A has 3 choices, take the result of the play and decline the penalty, take the 

result of the play and penalize B on the try or take the result of the play and penalize B 

on the kickoff.  Do not get in a hurry. 

Even though there were a whole lot of blowouts this week there were several positive 

comments from our officials regarding good sportsmanship by players, coaches and 

game administrators. 

Referees, when a team scores and there is a foul, validate the score with signal #5,  

 then give the foul signals and the results of options taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 
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Let’s start with the hurdles. 
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Yes this is the same player, same play.   

 

Here is the video – 2 hurdles. 

 

Of course they are personal fouls. 

 

https://vimeo.com/138567392 

Something that we should discuss; we have our wings get to the goal line after the snap 

when the ball is on or inside the 5. 

 

What about having the wings going to the front stick when the line-to-gain is within 5 

yards of the LOS? 

 

Just asking. 

https://vimeo.com/138567392
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There was an aiding the runner call Friday night resulting from a teammate pulling the 

runner forward. 

 

This brought to mind this question, where is the enforcement spot? 

 

Since the foul was a pull the foul occurred in front of the runner but eventually behind 

the end of the run.  Get the flag down on the correct spot. 

https://vimeo.com/139135931 

 

This is not good !  Keep the sideline clear. 

 Pretty good advice. 

  Think about it. 

Why do we jog? 

When working with some younger officials this week I got asked a question. He had 

been working with me and noticed that everywhere I went on the field I was jogging. He 

asked me "why do you jog everywhere you go?" 

 

I believe that these athletes work week in and week out throughout the year to keep in 

top physical shape. 48 minutes of football can be really hard work and they have to be 

ready to go the distance to continue to perform in the 4th quarter. I believe that if we are 

to put ourselves on the field with them we need to be in great shape too. We also need 

to be ready to go the distance! 

 

When I take the field I want to demonstrate to the fans, the coaches and players that I 

am taking this serious and that there is no reason for me to walk. I jog everywhere. 

Checking the field, I'm jogging! Go to introduce myself to coaches - Jogging!  After a 

touchdown - Jogging!  It is really important that I demonstrate the respect to the game 

by not walking about on the field and lackadaisically moving to position.  

 

The other reason I jog everywhere is that I firmly believe that we are the keepers of the 

game and if the book says we have 1 minute to get in position for kick off after a scoring 

play, we only have a minute! The clock is ours and we need to move into position 

https://vimeo.com/139135931
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without hesitation and with a sense of urgency. 

 

Make it a point this week to notice how you move about on the field. Are you 

demonstrating your commitment to the game by moving quickly into position? Are you 

walking or jogging? 

 

Week 2 

 

 

Play from 1st week as reported by the referee. 

 

We had a strange play that led to a foul occurring in our game Friday. Oak Hill was 

lining up in an unbalanced formation with both wideouts (with legal receiver numbers) 

on the same side of the field but with both wideouts on the LOS. 

 

The inside wideout was not on the end of the line so that he was an ineligible receiver 

by position because he was covered by the outside receiver. They were using this 

formation to run the ball which was fine because they had the correct seven men on the 

line. 

 

Then finally they threw a bubble screen to the covered inside receiver. This looked fine 

to the folks in the stands and the coach who called the play, except an ineligible 

receiver (even though he was wearing # 19) caught the forward pass. They were 

flagged for illegal touching!!! 

 

It is so important in this era of exotic formations and screens that we identify our eligible 

receivers. The eligible receivers are a maximum of four backs and the two linemen who 

are on the ends of the scrimmage formation. They all must be wearing the correct 

numbers (1-49; 80-99). 

   

My other thought with this and question would be what if they threw a backward pass to 

#19 from this formation. This would not then be a foul, only a lateral (backward pass). 
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CORRECT? 

 

Ruling:  Absolutely correct. 

https://vimeo.com/137840649  This clip shows what we want our referees doing on 

plays ending near the LOS.  Show your presence.  Talk to the players. 

 

  
 

Look at the knees of CM player. 

Another Play from week 1 from the game’s referee. 

 

Rule concerning not wearing proper equipment during the down. It is an 

unsportsmanlike penalty, and we had this situation on a TRY.  The TRY was no good 

and the foul was on K (he missed the extra point).  A foul was called for failure to wear 

equipment. We penalized A on the kickoff….and kicked off from the 35. 

  

Now, to make sure we are absolutely correct on the interpretation of the rule….IF A had 

made the kick, B still can’t take the point off the board and make them retry?  They must 

take it on the kickoff.  Therefore, IF A MISSES, but B is called for this foul, A can’t retry 

either, must take on the kickoff (which would be 45). 

   

There was debate about this penalty on the TRY only, since the rule book states on a 

FOUL (basic spot) by A on a try, and it is missed, decline and move on basically. 

Lastly, since this new rule is unsportsmanlike, do we write it up? 

 

Ruling:  The UNS foul has no effect on the play.  Penalize foul from subsequent kickoff. 

No need in reporting the UNS foul since it is just a 5-yarder 

https://vimeo.com/137840649
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Now, back to Week 2 

 

Everybody get their fill of lightning?  Lots of delays and rescheduling.  Thanks to all of 

you for your patience in handling these situations. 

 

Remember though, we are looking for a bolt of lightning, not just “heat” lightning. 

 

Friday night we had some more clock issues. 

 

At one site the crew noted in their pre-game venue inspection that the try lines were not 

correct.  They notified the home team management and the lines were correctly marked 

before the game started.  Good job. 

 

Some coaches express displeasure with us for making sure uniforms are worn as 

prescribed by the rules, pants not covering knees, arm bands, sleeves, etc.  We have to 

do this because these coaches don’t take the responsibility of following the rules of the 

game. 

 

Placing the blame on others is a classic way to deflect criticism. 

Here is a short clip showing the offensive right tackle, pulling and delivering a “block”, 

from behind at the knees.  We need to pick up these dangerous “blocks”.   

 

https://vimeo.com/138444370 

 

 

 

Week 1 

Saw two games and did not see many problems with uniforms, jerseys covering 

shoulder pads and pants covering the knees.  Did see some teams with a couple of 

different colored towels.  Sidelines were fair and player behavior fair. 

 

https://vimeo.com/138444370
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Somebodies face mask.  Looks ugly. 

Had clock problems at Cameron and South Charleston.  The clock operators at 

Cameron did not pay attention and the transmitter for play clocks at South Charleston 

went on the blink again. 

   

The Huntington player who wears a tinted eye shield did not have the approval letter at 

the Brooke game.  Whoever works Huntington next make sure they have that letter 

before you allow him to participate.   

 

Our officials continue to work hard at mastering their craft.  You are doing a great job for 

our student-athletes. Kids have something good to look up to rather than all the ugly 

stuff they see on TV and read in the newspapers. 

 

Good luck in week 2. 


