
OBSERVATIONS FROM MIKE WEBB 

2011 WVSSAC PLAYOFFS 

 

 

Just a few comments on the Championship games.   

Saturday’s AAA game was a great high school football game.  Well 
coached and well played.  Just a lot of fun to work. 
 
Hats off to the crews who worked these games. 
 
Thanks a ton. 
 
Mike 
 

 
SEMI-FINALS 

 

 

Went to Williamstown on Friday and Martinsburg on Saturday, had our 

finals meeting this morning then went to Delbarton for Mike Whitt’s 

viewing.  We lost a great friend. 

Things worked out OK this week.  Just a few glitches here and there except 
for the alleged play listen in my comments. 
 
Good luck and see you all in Wheeling. 
 

Play 1:  Defensive end is lined up just outside the free-blocking zone.  At the snap he 

charges into the area occupied by the tight end who was blocking down the line.  At this 

instance an offensive guard who has pulled and intends to drive defensive end out, is 

met by the charging defensive end who cuts the legs from beneath the pulling guard.  

This was missed by the crew of officials. 

 

Ruling:  Illegal block below the waist by the defensive end.  This type of play also 

occurs when a blocking back goes through the line to block a linebacker and the 

linebacker charges forward and cuts the legs from beneath the blocking back. 

 

These types of plays are sometimes tough to see but we need to be cognizant of these 



kinds of actions by defenders as well as offensive players doing the same thing.  What 

is occurring is that the offensive blockers try to get lower than the defensive player and 

BANG we have helmet to helmet contact.  This probably results in a no call if it 

observed but it is still dangerous.  Be alert! 

Play 2:  This was reported to me so I am not sure it is accurate but, A has the ball on 

their opponent’s 6-yard line, 2nd and goal.  The offense commits a holding foul at the 

LOS and then after the ball is dead (on the LOS) commits an unsportsmanlike act. 

 

The distances were marked off to the defender’s 31 but the chains were set and Team 

A was given a first down. 

 

 

Don’t know why or who thought this out (if indeed they did think) but it should have been 

2nd and goal on B’s 31. 

 

LET US STAY ALERT!! 

 

 

SECOND ROUND 

 

Still have several officials who drop a flag but are not the first to signal timeout when the 

ball becomes dead.  A few never signal the clock to stop.   

Umpires please note – after a touchback the nose of the ball shall be placed in the 

center of the 20-yard line not on the edge of the line.  Also, after an incomplete 4th down 

pass the ball goes back to the previous spot.  That means the stakes are going to move 

a ball length. 

Time management is improving although our Back Judges wait too long to go out with 

the ball for a kickoff after a try down. 

The games I have observed have been well managed and ball exchanges have been 

excellent. 

Some referees may need to bone up on our signals – two hands on head for illegal 

participation rather than one hand on head which is reserved for ineligibles illegally 

downfield. 

 

 

FIRST ROUND 



Just a few observations.  Injuries are serious stuff.  Take care of 
yourselves and stay out of harms-way. 
 
Had a team lining up for a long field goal try and a time out was called.  The kicker went 

ahead and kicked the ball.  The referee thought about hitting the offense with a delay of 

game.  I told him it is a no-call.  Something like a pitcher getting ready to deliver the 

pitch and the batter calls time.  The pitcher goes ahead and delivers the pitch.  OK by 

me. 

  
 

Huntington again. 

 

Notice anything?  Don’t look at all the yellow stripes – these are just showing off for 

grandma. 

Had one umpire go down with an ankle injury and a LJ get taken down on a sideline 

play.  Guys – take better care of yourselves. 

On a close spot for a first down, the umpire tossed the ball to the linesman instead of 

making the linesman come on in to spot the ball.  This little act marred the whole game. 

Had an “At-a-Boy” for a spear by a runner.  At least it made the fans where I was seated 

aware that we are serious about protecting our kids’ brains. 

 


