
OBSERVATIONS FROM MIKE WEBB  -  2008 

 

Pre – Week 1 

 

After listening to officials that have already worked in Ohio it seems they all feel 

they are rusty.  They all forgot several of their keys.   

 

Thankfully they knew what they forgot so they can now avoid that problem.   

 

The game seems to move faster (I am sure that is not the case, but rather, we are 

moving slower). 

 

Week 1 

 

At Laidley Thursday night, the 7-man blocking sled was just 2 yards off the end 

line.  It was requested that it be moved but it was not.  A safety problem 

throughout the game.  

 

K1 kicks off and K2 catches the high kick with his left foot out-of-bounds.  This is 

a foul for K free-kicking the ball out of bounds and not a foul for kick catching 

interference.  Since K2 was out of bounds the ball became out of bounds as soon as 

K2 touched it.  This is not first touching either.  The ball is dead as soon as K2 

touched it. 

 

Weird play:  B2 leaps high in the air and intercepts a pass.  Before he can return to 

the ground, A3 while standing on the ground inbounds, reaches in and a) places 

one hand on the ball prior to B2 coming back to the ground or b) places both hands  

on the ball prior to B2 returning to the ground.  Ruling:  In a) it is not simultaneous 

possession since A3 did not also have possession of the ball.  It is B’s ball.  In b) it 

could be called simultaneous possession if in the judgment of the covering official 

both players had possession of the ball.  It would then still be in possession of A. 

 

 

 



Week 2 

 

Play:  A1 drops back to pass and B2 grasps A1’s face mask 5-yards behind the line 

of scrimmage.  A1 escapes and retreats 5 more yards behind the spot of the foul 

and is tackled.  The dead ball spot is 10 yards behind the line of scrimmage.  Some 

want to penalize the face mask foul from the spot of the foul, but since this is a 

running play the end of the run is the basic spot and also the enforcement spot.  A 

does get to repeat the down however. 

 

Had a kickoff roll into R’s end zone and the referee took way too long to realize he 

had a touchback and needed to kill the play. 

 

On a punt play, defender R2 made contact with the punter without touching the 

ball.  K3, a blocker, made contact with R2 and in the judgment of the referee the 

block did not alter R2’s path to the punter.  Running into the kicker was the call.  

Can’t argue with that judgment call.  It did look kind of bad though. 

 

Any more officials out there who want to put the ball on a stripe after a change of 

possession?  If so, you need to make this simple; put the ball where it became 

dead.  We have chains to assist us with line-to-gain, etc. 

 

Week 3 

 

An interesting play:  A1 drops back 5 yards and is grabbed by the face mask and 

almost gets his head ripped off.  He fumbles the ball and it goes 5 more yards 

behind the spot of the foul where A2 recovers.  Where is the enforcement spot?  

Since the ball was fumbled behind the line this play became a loose ball play and 

the basic spot and enforcement spot are the same – the previous spot. 

Play:  K1 punts the football from R’s 40-yard line.  K2, going down under the 

punt, steps out of bounds and then, from out of bounds reaches in and touches the 

football on R’s 2-yard line. 



Ruling:  When K2 touched the ball it became dead out-of-bounds.  R’s ball 1
st
 and 

10 from their 2-yard line.  K2 did not return back inbounds so there is no foul for 

illegal participation. 

Referees are continuing to display a reluctance to call intentional grounding.  There 

are situations where an eligible number is in the vicinity of the pass but the QB 

intentionally grounded the ball to avoid a loss of yardage.  Get information from 

your crewmates but if in the referee’s opinion it is intentional grounding call it! 

 

Week 4 

 

We seem to be having some problems with facilities that have 25-second clocks.  

The operators, in some cases are not alert and are not doing a good job of operating 

the clocks in a timely manner.  If you run into this have the clocks shut off and 

keep the 25 seconds on the field.  In other cases, the BJ may be forgetting to turn 

on his Ready-Ref on in time and there is a difference between that timing device 

and the field clocks.  Just get it done right. 

When a play comes toward a wing man, the wing must back away.  This has two 

functions; it protects the wing from injury and it permits the wing to get a better 

view of what is transpiring.  Don’t get too close, you close down your focal cone 

when you do.  This is true for all positions. 

 

Week 5 

 

An interesting play.  A75 is lined up as a slot.  He probably is supposed to block 

for some kind of screen pass.  The play breaks down and A75 goes into B’s end 

zone where he catches the pass from his quarterback.  What is the foul?  Where is 

the enforcement? 

Ruling:  A foul for illegal touching.  The basic spot is the previous spot (loose ball 

play).  Penalize A 5 yards from there with a loss of down. 

A question one of our crews has been wrestling with: 



A’s ball first and ten on A’s 5 yard line.  A22 runs to A’s 10 yard line where he 

goes out of bounds.  After he is out of bounds, B55 tackles him.  A30 then rushes 

to the area and pushes B55 and yells in his face. 

 

Ruling:  A’s ball first and 10 from their 12 ½ yard line if all penalties are accepted.  

B’s dead ball foul takes the ball out to A’s 25 and give A a first down.  Then the 

dead ball foul by A will be penalized to the 12 ½ where the chains will be set - 1
st
 

and 10 for A.  This why we need to determine which foul occurred first and if it is 

by B then A may get a first down out of it.  Step these off. 

 

Week 6 

 

Play:  K1 punts the football and it strikes a member of R in the back and rebounds 

back behind the neutral zone.  Question:  Can K pick up this ball and advance it 

and what happens next? 

Ruling:  If R was in or behind the neutral zone then K may advance the ball but 

they must make their line-to-gain to maintain possession.  If R was beyond the 

neutral zone expanded when the ball touched him, K may advance the ball and it 

will be 1
st
 and 10 for K wherever the run ends.  K does not have to make the line-

to-gain since R touched the ball beyond the expanded neutral zone. 

 

Week 7 

 

Still getting lots of questions regarding bands playing during games.  There is no 

rule preventing such a thing.  Maybe other states have an association policy on this 

but we do not in WV.  The band is just as much a part of the game as the fans.  

Now, if a band is along the end line and is preventing the offense from getting their 

signals then the referee should contact game management and have the band 

moved. 

NOTE:  Be sure of disqualifying the correct players.  You already have a flag 

down, think about what you next need to do.  If disqualification is appropriate, then 

you have given it the proper thought.  If you do not know who fouled be very 

careful. 

 



Week 8 

 

On a 4
th
 down play, K is lined up to punt while R is still making substitutions.  The 

ball is snapped and eventually punted and goes about 30 yards downfield.  Just 

after the snap, two extra R players (they now have 13) come on the field and are 

flagged for “illegal substitution”.   The question then came up; “is this a PSK 

foul?”  The answer is it cannot be PSK since “illegal substitution” is a non-player 

foul and has succeeding spot enforcement, not where the kick ends.  K could 

decline the penalty and simply take the results of the play or they could have R 

penalized from the succeeding spot after the play is ended.  It will be R’s ball 1
st
 

and 10 from somewhere. 

 

In another state, a punt was first touched by K, then muffed by R and then rolled 

into R’s end zone where K “recovered”.  The ruling:  Touchdown.  Oh my, I 

thought we had solved this problem.  The ball was dead as soon as it crossed R’s 

goal line.  K’s “recovery” was with a dead ball.  TOUCHBACK! 

 

Finally for week 8:  I observed something very disconcerting Friday night.  A 

referee and umpire walked from one end of the field to the other at the quarter 

change.  Why walk when you can run?  HUSTLE but do not hurry! 

 

Week 9 

 

Nothing goofy happened this week (at least no one has called).  That is a good 

thing! 

 

Week 10 

 

If you missed the Marshall vs. Houston game on Oct. 28, and didn’t see the player 

from Houston get his leg broken, you need to view the video (I have it and it was 

on You Tube), 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcqVloclNNI 

 

you should now know why it is so important to inspect the venue and remove 



dangerous equipment.  I wrote of this problem in week 1 with the blocking sled at 

Laidley. 

 

Twice this week I received calls from officials concerning players wearing all 

white mouth guards.  They informed the coaches they were not legal and the 

coaches marked the guards with colored permanent markers.  OK now.  I hope the 

kids don’t get poisoned on the permanent ink. 

 

A situation in Ohio occurred causing a team to lose a playoff spot.  They were not 

legally equipped and the opposing coach brought it to the officials’ attention when 

the team was about to attempt what could have been the winning field goal.  After 

being penalized the ensuing field goal attempt was missed.  What would you feel 

like if you depended on coaches to tell you players of the opponents were not 

legally equipped?  

 

Week 11 

 

One game had to be held up to haul the chain crew out of the stands. 

 

An official did not wear all black shoes, not a rookie either. 

 

We still have back judges coming up the scoring team’s sideline.  They must go up 

the sideline opposite the press box (their sideline). 

 

It seems as the season wears on crews begin to lose focus and forget proper 

mechanics.  It should just be the opposite. 

 

 


