
NOTES FROM MIKE WEBB 

AUGUST 19, 2012 

 

 

 

 

August 19, 2012 

 

 
Gentlemen: 
 
I have heard from several officials who have worked scrimmages 
around the state and it appears we still have a problem of players 
wearing pants which do not cover the knees. 
 
The Case Book is clear – “the player may not participate without the 
pants covering the knees”.  See page 10 1.5.1F of this year’s Case 
Book. 
 
That means that WVSSAC registered officials will deny any player 
wearing pants which do not cover the knees from participating in the 
game until the problem is corrected. 
 
Now for all of you who will ask, “what if none of the players have 
pants covering the knees?”  Looks to me like there will be no game 
that evening. 
 
Mike 
 

 

August 16, 2012 

 

 

The ProCap covering for the helmet is not illegal. 
 
Mike  
  
All, 
  



At the Summer Meeting Football Discussion Forum, a question arose about the 
legality of helmet coverings and attachments. The interpretation at that time was 
that such protective accessories were not conforming equipment  
  
Since then, Protective Sports Equipment (PSE), manufacturer of the ProCap 
appealed that interpretation to the NFHS Rules Review Committee. PSE 
presented the results of scientific studies conducted by George Washington 
University and Wayne State University, among other research centers. PSE also 
provided empirical data. After deliberation, the NFHS Rules Review Committee 
determined that permissive use of the ProCap is not a violation of NFHS football 
rules. 
  
It is important to note that the NFHS does not endorse football equipment. This 
ruling only means that the ProCap is not illegal under NFHS Football Rules. 
  
This interpretation relates to the ProCap only, but there may be appeals by other 
manufacturers. If and when any such appeals should be successful, we will 
provide you updated information. 
  
Thanks!  If you have questions about these products, please contact NFHS 
Director of Sport Bob Colgate. 
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