
2017 Observations from Mike Webb 

 

 

Week 8 

 

We still have problems with formations.  In one game a player, #3 lined up as a tackle and streaked 

downfield and attempted to catch a pass.  The back judge flagged the defender for DPI. What?  This is an 

ineligible player for heaven’s sake.  C’Mon Man! 

Play, use caution:  1
st

 and 10 for team A at B’s 25 yard line.  A12 throws a pass which is intercepted in 

the EZ by B31.  During the return, B40 commits a blindside block against A87 in the end zone.  Also 

during the return, A60 commits a spearing foul against ball carrier B20 at the 30 yard line.  What do we 

do? 

From last week.  QB A24 scrambles around and finally advances into B’s end zone and is at least 5 yards 

deep in the end zone when A24 turns to his left and B70 moves toward A24 and with both forearms 

knocks A24 to the ground.  No flag.  The reason given by the covering official was that the QB #24 

initiated the contact.  I have to scratch my head on this one. 

During a play Friday night there was a long pass down a sideline.  Two opponents were positioning to 

catch the pass.  The B J, who was closest to the play, signaled an incompletion, then from about 30 yards 

away a wing threw his flag toward the action.  He ruled pass interference.  The lesson to be learned from 

this is to always communicate with each other.  Who had the best view?  Was the wing from 30 yards 

away able to see between the opponents?  Always, in this discussion ask who had the better view. Who 

could see between the opponents? If the two officials cannot decide, go to the referee and have him 

enter the conversation.  Get it right! 

Be sure to check out our YouTube training video "Hits and Misses Week 8", coming out on Thursday .If 

you missed any others here are the links 

Week 7 https://youtu.be/woFqtwYiSYA      Week 6 https://youtu.be/exFIMtAYIVs 

Week 5 https://youtu.be/oZr0vgyG27Q      Week 4  https://youtu.be/j4nbW3VOGs4 

 

Week 3  https://youtu.be/ZpwuojhIDgg      Week 1 & 2  https://youtu.be/8_gr9u7TvW4 

 

It is now nitty gritty time!  Be better this week than you were last week. 

 

 

 

Week 7 

 

Not much to pique your interest. 

The photo shows what happened in WVU’s loss to TCU.  Bad call. 



 

Mike 

 

Disconcerting play:  Team A has just scored a TD and 1-point try.  The score is now 

Team A 24, Team B 26.  There are just 4 seconds left in the game.  Team A (now K) 

lines up for the kickoff and executes a short free kick.  A Team R (was B) player muffs 

the kick at his 49, then 5 or 6 other players muff the ball in an attempt to recover it.  

Eventually, Team K recovers the ball on Team R’s 35-yard line.  Then you look at the 

game clock and see there are still 4 seconds left.  Why?  No one signaled to start the 

clock when the Team R player touched the ball.   

What are you going to do?  My advice, don’t be in this position. Wind the clock when 

the kick is touched.  

 

Know the rules, know your mechanics, review them prior to the game.  Be alert to the 

game situation.  This mistake should have never occurred. In this game the crew had to 

decide if 4 seconds had elapsed after the kick was touched.  If they deem there is time 

left, how much? This is a no-win situation. 

This week saw player disqualifications and a coach ejection. Language is a problem. 

Play:  Two opponents are running side by side down the field under a punt.  One blocks 

the other and knocks him to the ground.  How can this be a blind-side block? 

We still have some of our white hats doing clerical work rather than being a useful 

member of a crew.  Guys, move with the play flow, come up toward LOS when play is 

dead in that area, help spot ball. 

There were a few positive reports regarding good behavior and good sportsmanship. 

Two opponents jump in the air attempting to catch a pass.  Bodies contact as well as 

arms.  Did one player prevent the other player from getting to the ball?  Did any contact 

cause one player or the other to be denied the opportunity to make the catch? 

Take some time to view the You Tube “Hits and Misses” coming out this 

Thursday.  We have worked hard to provide our WVSSAC football officials some 

positive and cautionary views as our season moves forward. The project is meant 

to be educational so we can improve.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Week 6 

 

The season is coming to an end fast.  We can’t let up in our efforts. 

Kids are getting antsy and so are some coaches. 
 
Keep coaches off the field of play unless there is an authorized conference. 
 
Keep working on the sidelines.  This is getting better. 
 
Thanks for all you all do for our kids. 



 
Mike 
 

 

 

Every game is an opportunity to learn more about the game.  Take advantage of that, 

 Gruesome injury from a cut by a strap buckle. 

We had a referee stop a try when the holder got up off his knee and tried to advance.  

See Rule 4-2-2 EXP 1. 

Actual Play: B intercepts A's pass in their own end zone.  B1 runs around attempting to get out 

of the end zone (about 9 yards deep).  Before B1 gets out of the end zone, B2 throws a 

blindside block on A1...in the end zone.  I flag it.  B1 gets out of the end zone and ends up being 

tackled around the 15 yard line, but A2 comes in with illegal helmet contact.  Our Wing flags the 

illegal helmet contact. 

 

How do you enforce? 

 

I think we butchered it.  We referenced 10-2-2 which says B is the last team in possession, so to 

avoid a double foul, they can decline the illegal helmet contact, but with the other penalty 

being in the end zone....would it result in a safety?  Even though B1 never made it out of the 

end zone before the foul?   

 

Ultimately, our R ruled that penalties offset, repeat the down. The R saved the day. 
 
If B declines the penalty on A, then B would be charged for their foul in their endzone – 



safety. If B accepts the penalty against A, it would be a double foul. 
 
Be careful how you give B their options.  It sounds good to ask B if they want to keep the 
ball by declining A’s penalty, but then A can elect to accept the foul by B.  Don’t let the 
captain screw this up. 
 

Question from a coach; does the clock stop for a change of possession when we are in 

a running clock? 

 

 

Week 5 

 

If players are holding and one is trying to get loose, call the tight hold.  If the kids are 

just jousting and not trying to separate let them know that you need to see separation.  

But do not do it more than once. 

 

As I view videos I see some officials going back to their old bad habits.  Think about 

your mechanics each and every week.  I am pleased to say that most of our white hats 

have learned to move with the play flow and on short runs, get up to the pile and show 

their presence. Some are even helping with ball spotting, either being middle man or 

actually spotting the ball. NICE! 

 

There are a lot of “ball watchers” in many of our games.  One set of eyes on the ball is 

essential, maybe two and sometimes three (rare) but not five pair of eyes on the ball 

carrier. We all have separate duties for dead ball situations and also for all live ball 

plays.  Review your mechanics.  Strive for perfection. 

 

Now that we are a month away from August practices, we must focus on blindside 

blocking. The players may have forgotten what the coaches taught them in pre-season 

practices. 



 I just could not resist. 

How about this; leave the ball is to be replaced, leave it till you get the new ball in ! 

2017 9-22 formation slots are a problm.mp4
 Look at the 2 slots.  One is in no-man’s land. 

 

Week 4 

 

Having spent the week in Yellowstone, I have missed some action here at home. 

 

We are at the midpoint of the season for many of our schools. Keep your focus. 

Are we working at getting better or just maintaining the status quo? 
 
You must get better or you fall behind! 
 

We had several instances of unpenalized foul language or excessive gyrations by coaches.   

Don’t pass on these. 



 This is what I observed this week.  

Some our teams are starting to feel the pressure of the season and are misbehaving. Stay on 
them. 

There were a couple of instances of an ineligible being downfield illegally on a passing play 
when the pass crossed the LOS. 

There are several positive reports from our officials concerning the treatment received from 
schools and teams. 

Roane Co. must not have paid their electric bill.  Power went off several times and game had to 
be terminated early. 

2017 9-15 Look at Rt. guards block. I see a hold..avi
 

The 10 videos Larry McCloy prepared and gave to our Boards must be viewed and discussed.  
Too many basics of officiating are being ignored. 

 

 

Week 3 

 

Most of this is left over from Week 2. 

I am still working on videos from Week 3. 



 

Did not want to hold things up. 

 

Guys who throw the flag should be the first to stop the clock when the ball is dead. 

2017 Sept 1.  L 
throws flag but fails to stop clock..mp4

    This should not be difficult ! 

Missed Illegal shift.  How? 
2017  Sept 1, Illegal shift.mp4

 

We are having some of our crews just going through the motions.  They are not focused 

on the game for 48 minutes.  That is a shame – the kids deserve better.   

Am I being unrealistic with my expectations?  The teams are doing the best they can but 

some of our crews are not giving their best.  A lot of this is a carryover from Week 2. 

Had a sideline warning against Team B.  A little later the coach from Team B is 9 yards 

out on the field.  The referee threw his flag and penalized Team B 5 yards for 2nd 

sideline warning.  Should have been a 15-yard Unsportsmanlike foul. 

 

REMINDERS: 

Team A scores a TD and the defense commits pass interference. Do not let the Team A 

captain decline the penalty.  They keep the TD and may penalize on the try or the 

ensuing kickoff if there is one. 

If there are dual 15-yard dead ball fouls.  How to administer?  These are to be signaled 

and they offset. 

If there is a 15-yard live ball foul by one team and then a 15-yard dead ball foul by the 

other team, be careful, if the line-to-gain or the 30-yard lines are not involved, signal 

both fouls and stay right where you are.  Because that is where you would end up if you 

stepped off both penalties.  They do not offset. 

For all of us; JOG DON’T WALK !  Walkers show me they are not really interested in 

doing a good job for our teams. Just saying! 

Play:  B1 intercepts a pass and scores a TD.  During the return Team A committed a 

blind side block.  The ready for the try has not yet been given.  Then there were 2 UNS 

fouls against the scoring team. The intercepting team chose to enforce the BBS foul on 

the kickoff.  The coach of the team who threw the interception wanted to split the 2 UNS 



fouls, one on the try the other on the kickoff.  After the PAT the coach of the team that 

threw the interception had an UNS foul.  Kickoff from the short 45-yard line.  Got that? 

 

Week 2 

 

Mostly OK stuff this week. 

We did have one game with several misapplications of rules, 6-man crew as well. 
 

We still have formation problems.  Let’s get these cleaned up. 

There were a couple of disqualifications in week 1 that were a tad shaky.  Be sure of 

these. 

2017 Aug 25 Pop 
up kick by Mingo Central.mp4

 Pop up kick that was no called.  BJs need to be alert. 

2017 Aug 25 good  
screen block then good open hand block.mp4

 Good “screen” block and then a good legal blind side block, open hands. 

2017 Aug 25 Pile 
Picker really cheap shot.mp4

 Really late “Pile Picker”. Cheap shot. 

Is this a foul or not?   

I observed a crew that did not inspect the playing venue nor the equipment worn by players 

prior to the start of the game.  There were tee shirts hanging out, some too short pants, etc. 



2017 Aug 31 Valid complaint.mp4
 This play should have stopped the clock.  Runner went out 

on his own behind where he started with no hit by the defense. 

No flag for grounding  
2017 Aug 31 Intentional grounding.mp4

 

 

 

 

Week 1 

 

First week – everybody is working off the rust. 

 

Next week should be a lot better. 

 

Take care of the little things and have fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

t-shirts  Tuck them in ! 

 



Knees – Get them covered  

If they want to play, they will find a way ! 

Inside slot blocks during pass downfield      

2017 Aug 24 Inside 
slot blocking downfield on pass play.mp4

  Click on cone 

Formations 
2017 Aug 24. 5men in backfield.  Loolk at rt. tackle..mp4

 Click on cone 

Lots of formation problems in the three games I observed. Had instances with towels 

(players with white and others with black) in two games. Had an inadvertent whistle in a 

game following a punt muff.   

All officials need to “tweet, tweet, tweet”) any time they have a foul or need to get 

everyone’s attention. 

One referee was inconsistent with ready.  He waited until teams were ready rather than 

spotting the ball, then giving the ready within 4-6 seconds. 

 

All Boards need to remind their white hats to be consistent with the ready for play. 


