
2018 Week 9 comments and concerns: 

First, a play from one of ours: Team K is faced with a 4th and 10 from their own 30. K shanks the punt 

and R attempts to catch punt at the 28-yard line (two yards behind LOS) but muffs the ball. The ball 

bounces and is recovered by K who advances to the 38-yard line and is tackled. Because the ball is 

touched by R behind the LOS, K doesn’t make the line to gain and the ball turns over to R 1st and 10 from 

the 38-yard line. Is this the correct interpretation??   Ruling: Our white hat (and bald head) is correct. 

How many times have you seen a report like this one?   

Mr. Webb,  

         “ I hope this email finds you doing well. I was sending this to give my thoughts on the officiating 

crew from our football game in Bluefield this past Friday. I have been coaching for 20 years and I 

thought the crew of Gentlemen who officiated our game may have done one of the finest jobs I've ever 

seen of managing a game of football. They were organized, communicated well and were very friendly 

to work with in all aspects. We played in the 3A state finals in VA a few years ago and I would rate their 

quality of officiating much higher than the crew we had in a state final. In closing I think they are a credit 

to your organization and if it is any reflection of your leadership then you are doing one heck of a job. 

Please send my regards to the crew!” 

 

On a kick try that is unsuccessful and the defense fouls it seems to me the penalty is always accepted 

and half the distance is accessed rather than the trying team accepting the penalty but declining the 

distance.  Are we giving them this option? 

 

It appears that foul language continues to be a problem with players and some coaches. Nail them. 

 

We all have missed a foul at some time or other.  But there is no excuse for misapplications of the rules. 

Instances of wrong penalty distances, letting players run a kick out of R’s end zone, screwy formations, 

the list seems to go on and on.  Know the rules !!! 

 

I observed a play last night that was a bang-banger on a sideline pass reception.  How the line judge saw 

it is a mystery since his sideline was not well maintained.  But, he nailed it. Great catch with just one foot 

contacting inbounds. 


