
 

 

Pretty good information here.  If some kind of crap is going on away from 
the play it must be dealt with.  Maybe not a flag but perhaps a caution to 
not misbehave. 
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This is an informative article that I have had in my file for a while.  It was written by 

Mark Finelli 
 

SIMPLICITY 
 

Officials should be vigilant not to complicate the game more than it already is.  

Unwarranted worrying that you are not seeing what we should results in needless fouls.   

  

Football is like most sports, where a foul could be called on every play.  The great 

officials learn how to separate the fouls that must be dealt with fairly and firmly, and 

which infractions you may want to handle without throwing a flag.   

  

So with simplicity as our guideline, let’s break our line play down into 3 areas:  

• Initial line charge.  

• Point of attack.  

• Pursuit to the ball.  

After the ball is snapped the focus must be on watching the initial line charge.  Each 

official should be watching the players that are his keys and evaluate if everyone has 

come off the ball and engaged his opponent cleanly.  

Look for spearing with the helmet, throwing the forearms, head slaps and any conduct out 

of the scope of fair play.   

Once we have a clean line engagement, we turn our attention to the point of attack. 
 

"In the simplest terms, follow the guards 

 

and they will tell you where the play is going to go."    
 



If the play is going to be run between the right tackle and right guard, those are the two 

blocks that you have to see.   

  

You should be concentrating on the whether the blocks are clean.  Does anyone have a 

piece of the facemask, or a handful of an opponent's jersey?   

  

Once you’ve established the blocks are good and the ball carrier is in the hole, you should 

concentrate on pursuit to the ball. 

 

Here you look for the linebacker or defensive back that has a chance to fill the hole and 

make the tackle.  Is any pursuing defensive being held, pushed in the back, or clipped 

preventing him from making that play?   

  

Critically important to remember, the defensive player has to have a chance to make the 

play.  He can’t be on the other side of the field and be given consideration in this 

scenario. 

 

If the contact you're evaluating has nothing to do with the initial line charge, point of 

attack, or the pursuit to the ball, leave it alone!   

  

If you follow this simple philosophy on each and every play you will become a more 

consistent official in determining when to throw the flag and when to keep it in your 

pocket.   

  

This personal development will make you more valuable to your organization, enhance 

your on-field experience and no doubt keep you from officiating extinction! 
  

 

 


