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PENALTY ENFORCEMENT 
 
This play and ensuing penalty enforcement happen to our crew this weekend.  While not a real 
complicated play, it is interesting and it could possibly happen again. 
 
Team K punts from their 50-yard line.  The ball bounces at  R's 15-yard line at the same time R-
32 blocks K-55 in the back.  The kick continues into the end zone and is ruled a touchback. 
 
This blocking in the back foul is a post scrimmage kick foul. 2-16 -h  Since the play resulted in a 
touchback the basic spot is the 20-yard line. 10-4-6  The BIB occurred at the 15-yard line which 
was behind the basic spot so play was resumed first and ten for R at its own 7 and a half yard 
line. 
 
We don't have a lot of PSK enforcements and fewer where a touchback is involved and fewer yet 
where the spot of the foul is behind the basic spot.  So, while not extremely complicated, it is a 
very interesting enforcement. 
 
OTHER THOUGHTS 
 
Remember to give the Linesman time to get set up on his pre-snap position after a measurement 
that resulted in the ball not penetrating the LTG.  It takes the best of Linesmen a minute or so to 
get the chain back to the sideline and spotted correctly and then get to the LOS.  It is a unsettling 
feeling for the L when he is on his knees spotting the clip on the sideline and hearing the RFP 
signal. 
 
We have witnessed Umpires turning around to watch the kicked ball go through the uprights on 
kick trys as well as looking up at a punt.  There are probably better places to be focusing. 
 
Remember that on a fake try or field goal, the holder must rise before handing or passing either 
forward or backward to another player.  By rule players are down and the play is dead when they 
are holding the ball with their knee on the ground.  There is an exception for PAT holders, but if 
the team doesn't kick the exception disappears and holders are required to rise before doing 
anything but holding for a kick.  This is a tough look when we have our R wide on PAT's.  

 


