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THE CLOCK 
 
Tuesday evening at our Crew meeting our guest speaker Randy Campbell of the Big 12 had a 
list of officiating topics to discuss that he titled "FOOD FOR THOUGHT." Number 5 on that list 
was "Time Is Now A Factor." 
 
Randy went on to discuss the importance of the whole crew taking responsibility for the clock, 
and I remember saying to Randy that we default the primary responsibility for the clock to the LJ 
rather than the BJ because the clock is to the BJ's back half of the time.  Randy reiterated that it 
is a crew responsibility.  He also pointed out that it is very  important to know the time on the 
clock when it is stopped.  I have officiated with Randy both in football and basketball and I have 
experienced first hand his skill at being on top of timing situations. 
 
So, low and behold, when I got home from my game yesterday afternoon there was a long e-mail 
from a fellow official in southwest Iowa detailing an apparent timing screw up his crew was 
involved in last Friday evening and the fall out from it. 
 
Team A is behind by 7 with the ball on team B's 30-yard line with 1:44 left on the clock in the 
fourth quarter.  All parties agree to the time because the clock was stopped for a charged time out 
and the scoreboard showed on the tape. Now it gets sticky.  When Team A resumed play they 
were called for a false start that occurred just prior to the ball being snapped and  handed to the 
full back before the play could be blown dead.  Not a big deal, fairly obvious, no complaints.  The 
5-yards were marked off.  On the next play they started the clock on the snap as they should 
have. 
 
But, on the false start play the timer had started the clock and no one caught it.  Allegedly, 
4 seconds ran off the clock.  Maybe not a big deal you say.  Eventually Team A gets the ball 
down to the B's 3-yard line on a pass play with no time outs left  and times runs out just before 
they get lined up to try and spike the ball.  Team A loses. 
 
 Now Team A alleges if the 4 seconds had not run off the clock on the false start they would have 
been able to spike the ball  before time ran out and would have been able to run one more play.  
The clock never shows again on the tape until the game was over, but my officiating friend tells 
me it was quite possible that the crew screwed the play up as no one remembers looking at the 
clock after the false start.  
 
 "TIME IS NOW A FACTOR." 

 

 
 


