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INADVERTENT WHISTLES 
 
For some reason we seem to have had a plethora of inadvertent whistles so far this season.  
Most have been at the Sub-varsity level, but I even heard of one at the Division II level. 
 
Here are some good reminders for us, all including myself.  Number one, slow down.  Slow our 
whistle, slow our flags and slow our signal down.  There is no hurry to sound our whistle.  
Sometimes we think that our whistle will protect a player, but it is the rule that protects the player, 
not the whistle.  The sounding of the whistle just indicates that all the live ball action during  in the 
play has ended.  Slow down 
 
We have said it time and time again, but sometimes our brains just don't get it.  See the ball!   
Simply put, if you don't see the ball don't sound the whistle even if your sure it is under there 
somewhere.  As an alternate mechanic on plays like this use your voice.  We will have several 
plays a game where we don't have a whistle. 
 
The third point here may be loss of concentration.  Focus on one thing at a time.  The last IW I 
had, I was looking off the tackle at some action beyond the play and saw the ball ball carrier go 
down to the turf in my periphery and I sounded the whistle. When they un-piled a player from 
Team B had the ball.  I didn't know when or how he got the ball.  Lack of focus on my part. 
 
If we have an inadvertent whistle we hope we also had a flag during the play.  If a penalty is 
accepted the IW magically goes away.  Just use the all but one principle and enforce the penalty 
as usual and the IW doesn't come into play. 
 
See the ball. 
 

 
 


