
 

From Mike.  I think if we aren’t careful not nit-picking on kickoffs may lead us into problems when 
we do have a short free kick.  This is my philosophy. 
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SOME PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHTS 
 
It is a pretty well accepted officiating philosophy throughout the country that we don't "nit pick" 
encroachment on the kick-off.  Don't "knit pick" either team.  The thinking being if the teammate of 
the kicker is a little early his advantage is probably not that great.  It is seldom good for the flow, 
pace and rhythm of the game if we have to call back a kick-off, administer the walk off and the 
line up and re-kick.  Obviously we do this if a significant advantage was gained, but we probably 
want to pass if only a very slight advantage was achieved. 
 
A good guideline may be that if a teammate of the kicker is one whole step early it is probably 
worth calling.  If the teammate beats the kicker but his foot has not yet touched the ground before 
the ball is contacted, we probably let it go.  This is more difficult to do than to say because there 
are 10 teammates of the kicker spread out across the field.  Very difficult to make really good 
decisions.  Most officials focus on the ball and then try to make determinations as to Team K 
players being early enough to warrant a flag. 
 
We do, however, nit pick the foul if the "on sides" kick is made and we nit pick both teams in this 
instance.  If the ball is only going ten yards or fewer any slight advantage may be enough for a 
recovery by either team.  This play is easier to officiate if we are pretty sure the "on sides kick" is 
coming.  In this case we usually have two officials committed to the kickers restraining line. Then 
if either official cannot see the ball kicked there has probably been encroachment by K. 
 
When the on sides kick is a total surprise it makes for a tougher decision on our part and our 
whistle and flag may be a tad latter as we process the on sides kick versus teammates of the 
kicker. 
 
If you deem it necessary to call an encroachment foul against either team on a free kick down be 
sure and get on the whistle quickly and loudly and get the play shut down.  We sure wouldn't 
want some player to be injured on a dead ball foul because we were tardy and shy about 
stopping the play. 

 

 
 


