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PSK ENFORCEMENT 
 
I collect unusual penalty enforcement scenarios. They give me a heads up in case that particular 
situation ever happens to a crew that I am on.  Some scenarios are more likely to happen than 
others will but they are all learning opportunities. 
 
We had two varsity crews out this past Friday evening and one of our crew had the play detailed 
below.  Then Sunday I received a message from an officiating friend of mine in Iowa.  They had 
virtually the same play.  It is a good play to review and understand because the possibility of it 
happening is not to remote. 
 
Team K punts from its own 30-yard line.  During the kick R-11 holds at R's 40 yard line.  "During 
the kick" means that this is a PSK enforcement play.  The basic spot for the enforcement will be 
the spot where the kick ended,  That spot was R's 20-yard line. 
 
During the return K-55 committed a face mask foul on returner R-32. 
 
So we have a post-scrimmage kick foul by R and R is in possession at the end of the down and 
during the return we have a foul by K. 
 
Rule 10-2-3 covers this situation but you almost have to be a lawyer to understand it.   
 
This is not a double foul because R's foul was PSK and R was in possession at the end of the 
down.  That is what the Iowa crew got wrong.  They ruled a double foul and replayed the down. 
 
If R wants to keep the ball they must decline K's face mask foul.  Then K will will accept R's 
holding foul. 
 
Where will R's foul be enforced from?  This is where our crew screwed up.  It is a PSK foul and 
should be enforced from the end of the kick.  That's why we have the BJ drop the bean bag.  We 
enforced from the spot of the hold, a 20-yard difference. 
 
If R doesn't want the ball where they would get it following PSK enforcement, they can accept K's 
face mask foul and the the play becomes a double foul. 
 
BELOW IS THE HEART OF RULE 10-2-3 
 
 
 
ART. 3 . . . If each team fouls during a down in which there is a change of possession and all R 
fouls are post-scrimmage kick fouls, then R may retain the ball, provided R declines the penalty 
for K's foul(s), other than a nonplayer or unsportsmanlike foul. In this case, the team that was not 
last in possession has no penalty options until the team last in possession has made its penalty 
decision. After that decision by the team last in possession, the team not last in possession may 
decline or accept the penalty by the team last in possession or choose which foul to have 
enforced in the case that the team last in possession committed more than one foul following the 
change 
 


