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GETTING UP TO THE LINE 
 
I have been watching a lot of old football video trying to get my mind ready for the upcoming 
season.  I continue to be impressed when I see really good officiating coming from the umpire 
position.  What especially grabs my attention is when I see an Umpire get up to the line of 
scrimmage when he reads pass. 
 
The importance of the U getting to the expanded neutral zone is two fold.  First, if the passer 
scrambles, the umpire in a five person crew is responsible of knowing if the pass was thrown from 
in or behind the neutral zone.  Sometimes these plays are very close and involve the passer’s 
feet.  If the umpire is five yards deeper than the LOS when this play develops it is a hard sell 
whichever way it is ruled. 
 
Secondly, and probably most importantly, the Umpire must be up to the neutral zone to rule on 
whether or not the screen pass is caught behind or beyond the LOS.  If it is caught behind the line 
the offensive interior linemen can be down field and blocking legally.  If the screen pass goes 
awry and is caught beyond the line then the linemen are down field illegally and may be guilty of 
forward pass interference if they were also blocking.  this play is also a hard sell if the U is not on 
the line. 
 
I love to see umpires calmly walk up to the line, pivot with the pass and calmly, with a lot of poise. 
 
Experienced umpires read their interior keys on every play and "feel" the interior linemen go down 
field.  They know where the LOS is located and how many steps it takes them to get there.  They 
do not have to look at the down marker, which is very important when the pass requires them to 
have their backs to the stakes. 
 
And, God bless the umpire who reads pass, moves up only to see the big tail back COMING 
RIGHT AT HIM with the ball on a draw play.  Crank up the matador move. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


