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FOCUS ON SHARING MISTAKES 

 
No to pat myself on the back necessarily, not that I am above that, but I have 
always felt like one of my strengths has been learning from the "mistakes of 
others."  I have always thought it was like learning a lesson without  going 
through the the pain and embarrassing.  So I have "collected" mistakes of others 
on the football field and added my one to that collection which over the years has 
grown quite large. 
 
Our readers of these ramblings are not afraid to share their mistakes as well.  
Here are a couple I have received this fall  More tomorrow. 
 
A reader from Winterset, Iowa confesses to sounding the whistle too quickly after 
B32 signaled for a fair catch with the idea he was protecting him.  Well, I'll bet 
you can see what is coming.  B-32 muffed the kick and Team A recovers the 
muff.  Should have been Team A's ball with field position to win the game.  But, it 
turns out Team A was required to replay 4th down again and this time the punt 
was returned for a score.  My long time friend in Winterset inquires about the use 
of the hand whistle.  
 
Tom, a friend I made in Utah, writes about sounding his whistle after the pass 
was tipped by the deepest receiver.  Tom didn't realize there was a deeper safety 
who intercepted the pass while Tom was signaling incomplete. Tom had his 
lanyard whistle in his mouth.   My dear friend Jack Mickle made that mistake at 
Simla back in the 70"s.  Barry Helton, who later punted for the San Francisco 
49"s in the Super Bowl, was the player who returned all the way to the goal line 
for naught. 
 
 


