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FOCUS ON THE RULES....Penalty administration on scrimmage kicks 
 
Penalty administration on scrimmage kicks can be confusing and requires the 
calling official to know the status of the ball when the penalty is called.  Let's try 
and simplify this process.   
 
If the foul is on Team K before the kick ends the basic spot of administration is 
the previous spot.  It doesn't matter if that foul by K is behind or beyond the 
line.  Previous spot! 
 
If the foul is by R the calling official must know whether the foul took place behind 
the line or beyond the line.  If the foul is behind the line, typically roughing or 
running into the kicker, the basic spot is the previous spot. 
 
If the foul by R is beyond the line and during the kick it is a PSK enforcement.  
The basic spot is the spot where the kick ends.  This is when we need the BJ's 
bean bag.  PSK is typically a "short" window lasting from the time the ball 
crosses the line until the kick ends. 
 
If the foul is by either team during the return the enforcement is "all but one."  
The basic spot then would be the spot where the run ends. 
 
 
Typically the fouls by Team R behind the line will be called by the R so he will 
already have the information he needs.  However, fouls called by other officials 
during the rest of the play, especially the ones called on Team R must be 
reported to the R with specific information as to whether they were committed 
during the kick or during the run back. 
 
Fouls called on Team K during the kick can for some reason be confusing to an 
officiating crew. PSK fouls only apply to Team R.   Remember, fouls by Team K 
are administered from the previous spot. 

 
 


