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FOCUS ON THE RULES....There are 15 ways that a live ball can become dead.   
  
  
  
1.                  When a runner goes out of bounds or his progress is stopped. 
                                     Remember if he is tackled and goes out of bounds backwards or 
laterally his forward progress is in bounds, so keep the clock running 
  
2.                  When a live ball goes out of bounds. 
  
3.                  When a forward pass (legal or illegal) is incomplete. 
                                     An illegal forward pass is not  treated as a fumble 
  
4.                  When a legal kick breaks the plane of R’s goal line (unless a FG is 
scored). 
                                     It is dead before it hits the turf in the EZ.  And a muffed kick that 
goes into R's  EZ is still a kick and becomes dead. 
  
5.            When a loose ball is on the ground with no player attempting to secure 
possession. 



  
6.                  When a loose ball is simultaneously caught or recovered by opposing players. 
  
7.                  When a loose ball is touched by or touches anything inbounds other than a 
player, substitute, official or the ground. 
                                       I don't know either.  Maybe a dog runs onto the field. 
  
8.                  When the kickers catch or recover any free kick. 
                                     Catching by K is a foul and the ball becomes dead.  K can recover a kick that has 
touched the ground but cannot advance and the ball is dead and it may be first touching. 
  
 9.                  When the kickers catch or recover any scrimmage kick beyond the neutral zone. 
                                    K can catch a scrimmage kick if no R player is in a position to catch it, 
but K cannot not advance.  K can recover a kick but cannot not advance. 
  
10.              When prior to any touching by R, the kickers touch a scrimmage kick beyond the 
neutral zone after it has come to rest. 
  
11.              Following a valid or invalid fair catch signal when the kick is caught or recovered 
by R. 
                                     If there is a valid fair catch signal given there will be no return by R 
  
  
12.              When a touchdown or field goal is scored. 
  
13.              During a try when B secures possession or it is apparent that the kick will not 
score. 
                                 Unlike NCAA B may not return a blocked try 
  
14.              When the helmet comes completely off a player in possession of the ball. 
                                     Only applies to the ball carrier 
  
15.              Whenever an official sounds a whistle inadvertently. 
                                     Don't let this happen to you. See the ball!  There is no hurry to blow.  
Bad things happen when we sound the whistle to quickly. 
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