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FOCUS ON MECHANICS 

 
 

The head linesman is in charge of the chains. He is the one that instructs the box man to 

change the down. It is his primary responsibility. However, it is the responsibility of the 

entire officiating crew to make sure we are showing the right down on the box. 

 

Two situations come to mind. First, The University of Colorado won a national championship 

several years back with the help of a 5th down to beat Missouri on the last play of the 

game. The second situation happened in Pueblo Colorado a couple of years ago when 

Centennial High School was shorted a down in a crucial late game drive for the win. The 

drive ended prematurely. 

 

The Colorado screw up followed a "spike" to stop the clock on 2nd down. The box never got 

turned to third down. The Buffs got to play 2nd down again. 

 

In Pueblo with first and ten, Centennial completed a 12 yard pass for a first down. The box 

man while moving to the new spot turned the indicator to 2nd down. So in a couple of plays 

later when Centennial thought they were playing 3rd down, the box showed 4th and the ball 

went over to South. We have that film somewhere and many of us have seen it. It wasn't a 

pretty picture. The TV announcers had a field day with the Zebras. 

 

In both of theses situations you would think that someone would have caught the errors. 

The Line Judge is looking right at the box, he should be the number one back up. The 

referee should look at the box last thing before the snap. 

 

Presence is so important in officiating.  

 

As our crew Referee John Carricato has often said "Where ever you are be there."  That 

statement certainly applies to the football field. 

 
FOCUS ON THE RULES  ...Horse collar tackle 
 
There has been a surprisingly lot of concern from officials about the new horse collar rule 
enforcement. More so than at recent coaches rule meetings where a number of coaches thought 
the horse collar was already illegal  in high school.  Here are a couple of additional thoughts.  
These types of tackles have never been seen in great frequency at the high school level.  We can 
only remember one from last season.  I have watched a lot of video this month trying to find a 
good high school example on tapes in my library and to date have not found any classic 
examples.  So, that coupled with the rule change should mean even fewer of these type of 



tackles this season.  Secondly, if they do happen they will "scream."  They for the most part will 
be out in the open, easily viewable and asking to be called. 
 
The part of the rule that talks about if there is another tacker involved will not happen very often 
and if you are in doubt go with the horse collar. 
 
I have posted a clip of a classic horse collar tackle at   www.drop.io/lutzcrew    Take a look at this 
play and see how much it "screams." 

 
 


