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FOCUS ON RULES…Snap location after kick s 

When a punt goes out of bounds across the sideline, or when a free kick goes out of 

bounds across a sideline and team R chooses not to have Team K rekick, Team R has no 

choice when it comes to the location of the next snap.  The ball will be snapped from the 

nearest hashmark just as if the ball was carried out of bounds by a runner 

However, when a free kick or punt results in a touchback Team R may choose to snap 

from anywhere between the hashes.  This choice must be made before the ready for play 

signal is given.  Our crew will default the snap location to the center of the field unless 

informed otherwise by Team R. 

  

FOCUS ON PHILOSOPHY…Catch/no catch 

George Demetriou gave an informative presentation on catch/no catch at our state clinic a 

week or so ago.  Catch/no catch is one of the “big three” critical judgment calls that 

officials are called upon to make from time to time.  The other two are runner down/or 

fumble and pass/or fumble.  All three of these plays are “game changer.”  Whichever way 

they are adjudicated often will change the outcome of the game.  

The underlying philosophy when officiating all three of these plays is “no cheap 

turnovers.”  The covering official(s) must make sure that the ensuing turnover is deserved 

and warranted.  The key guideline in the “catch/no catch scenario is the time element 

involved when the receiver possesses the ball, returns to the ground and being 

tackled.  This time period is not defined in the rule book.  It must be defined in the 

official’s football “IQ.” 

I have posted a video clip at  http://drop.io/lutzcrew#  which illustrates a catch/no catch 

play at a critical time in a championship game that I think was adjudicated incorrectly 

and changed the outcome of the game.  View this play and see what you think and leave a 

comment. 

 
Take a look at the clip.  I don’t mind telling you I would not have called it a completion.  Craig, 

you might want to put this on the website. 

Mike 

 


