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Guys, 

 

I stole this from a 2011 article printed in the NFHS Officials Quarterly. 

 

Some good stuff here. 

 

Mike 

 
 
For our Umpires: 

The Enforcement Spot 

If you’ve followed everything thus far, you probably have a good idea of which yard line to 

enforce from. But what spot along that yard line do you use? Using the wrong spot is probably 

one of the most common enforcement errors made by officials. The important thing to remember 

is that the enforcement spot is just that—a spot. It is determined not only by the yard line of 

enforcement, but also by its lateral position on the field, i.e. its ‘east-west’ position across the 

field relative to the sidelines.  

 

While previous spot and succeeding spot aren’t too difficult to envision, spot fouls and basic spot 

fouls during running plays are typically the ones that get enforced improperly. If a foul occurs 

during a running play, and application of the ‘all-but-one’ principle calls for enforcement from 

the spot of the foul as in Figure 1, enforcement will be from the spot of the foul—regardless of 

where the run ends, meaning that the succeeding spot will be at the end of the red arrow between 

the inbounds spots. The same would be true for spot fouls which occur during a loose ball play. 

Enforce from the exact spot of the foul which may not correspond to the lateral position of the 

previous spot. If however the same foul occurs beyond the basic spot, and procedures call for 

enforcement from the end of the run (see Figure 2), enforce from the spot at which the related 

run ended.  



 

Thought Process for Enforcing Fouls 

During the dead ball period following a foul, the referee must gather all related information from 

the reporting official(s) and determine the options to be presented to the offended team’s captain. 

Some of the questions you should ask yourself for determining the options you will offer the 

offended captain: 

• Are any special enforcements at work in this play?  

• Is there more than one live ball foul (excluding non-player and unsportsmanlike fouls) to 

consider?  

• Are there dead balls, non-player fouls, or unsportsmanlike fouls to consider? Remember 

these call for succeeding spot enforcement after all other fouls have been disposed of.  

• Did the foul occur simultaneously with the snap? If so, previous spot enforcement is 

called for.  

• What kind of play was in progress when the foul occurred? And what’s the basic spot for 

enforcement? 

• Who (offense or defense) committed the foul and where did it occur relative to the basic 

spot? 

• Consider whether acceptance of a penalty will have an effect on the awarding of a new 

series to either team or a possible loss of down for the offensive team. 

 

Remember, if dead ball fouls occur after a fourth down play, or if non-player or unsportsmanlike 

fouls occur during a fourth down play, the awarding of a new series is determined prior to 

considering the effect of those fouls. Therefore, if A fails to make the line to gain, the new series 

will be awarded to Team B and then the penalty yardage for the dead ball foul will be enforced. 

Or if A does reach the line to gain during the down, a new series is awarded to them and then the 

penalty for the dead ball foul is enforced. And recall that even after any such enforcement is 

made, the line to gain is not established until after enforcement of the penalties for these fouls. In 

other words, the resulting situation will be first and ten. 
 

Figure 2 – Enforcement from end of related run  
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Figure 1 – Spot foul 


