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SPORTS 

Capital fumbles game to Midland

Chris Jackson/The Herald-Dispatch

Cabell MidlandÕs Evan Shoemaker (2) falls on a loose punt during their game against Capital on 
Friday, September 4, 2009, at Cabell Midland.

September 05, 2009 @ 01:30 AM
NICK BELLINO
The Herald-Dispatch

ONA -- Cabell Midland opened its 2009 season with a usually difficult foe, the Capital 
Cougars, and Friday's game was true to form.

After struggling with his passing for most of the game, Cabell Midland senior quarterback 
Michael Brumfield completed an 81-yard pass to Tyler Sanson that set up Brumfield's 1-
yard touchdown run with 3:11 to go and the Knights slipped by Capital, 20-16.
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But the drama didn't end there.

Following the touchdown, Capital's Melvin Allen returned the kickoff for what at first was 
believed to be a go-ahead touchdown. However, Allen celebrated too early, and fumbled 
the ball at the Cabell Midland 2-yard line. Cabell Midland's Stephen Hamer recovered the 
fumble and ran the ball out to the 27-yard line.

After three unsportsmanlike conduct penalties on Capital, the Knights ran out the clock to 
seal the victory.

Brumfield completed 8 off 22 passes for 180 yards and one touchdown in Cabell Midland's 
season opener. He was intercepted three times.

"Michael made a couple bad decisions early in the game, but he is a winner," Cabell 
Midland head coach Chip McMillian said. "We know when it comes to crunch time he is 
going to make plays for us, that's why he is our quarterback. He is the heart and soul of our 
team."

After a sloppy first half by both teams, early in the third quarter, Cabell Midland scored a 
moral defensive victory. After the Cougars; Joshua Sharp returned a kickoff 70 yards to the 
Cabell Midland 13-yard line, the Knights defense forced Capital to kick a field goal.

Midway through the third quarter, Brumfield found Sanson across the middle for a 39-yard 
touchdown pass that gave the Knights a 13-10 lead.

On the first play of the fourth quarter, Capital's Keion Wright rushed for a 32-yard 
touchdown as Capital retook the lead, 16-13.

A few possessions later, Brumfield and Sanson connected for the 81-yard pass that led to 
the victory.

Capital's Wright had a big game, rushing 23 times for 122 yards and two touchdowns. On 
defense, the junior had two interceptions.

However, besides a couple of big runs, the Knights' defense did a nice job of making Wright 
work for his yardage.

"I think our defensive coaches had a good scheme," McMillian said. "Our players executed 
it pretty well, we thought we could play with Capital on the line and we did. Both lines I think 
got tired at the end. We were able to suck it up at the end when we needed it. I'm real 
proud of our kids."

In the coming week, McMillian knows his team has things to work on, most notably special 
teams. He also believes first-game nerves played a role in the performance.

CAPITAL 7 0 3 6 -- 16
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CABELL MIDLAND 0 7 6 7 -- 20

C-Wright 14 run (Newhouse kick)

CM-Brumfield 1 run (Molina kick)

C-Newhouse 28 FG

CM-Sanson 39 pass from Brumfield (kick failed)

C-Wright 32 run (kick blocked)

CM-Brumfield 1 run (Molina kick)

C CM

First downs 6 12

Total net yards 139 318

Rushes-yards 37-126 41-138

Passing yards 13 180

Passes 1-12-1 8-22-3

Punts 5 4

Fumbles-lost 4-3 2-1

Penalties-yards 10-110 6-64

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING -- Capital: Wright 23-122, Latta 3-9, Cousins 3-7, Beane 1-(minus 1), Sharp 7 
(minus-11). Cabell Midland: Anderson 15-64, Brumfield 17-40, Scaggs 7-14, Hardman 1-
14, Sanson 1-6.

PASSING -- Capital: Sharp 1-3-0; Beane 0-9-1. Cabell Midland: Brumfield 8-22-3.

RECEIVING -- Capital: Wright 1-13. Cabell Midland: Sanson 3-140, Shoemaker 4-37, 
Hardman 1-3.
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