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There are several factors to consider and determinations to be made when a ball is batted.  
You must know which team batted the ball, in what direction and the ball's status when the bat 
occurred.  
In NFHS, batting is intentionally slapping or striking the ball with the arm or hand while the NCAA 
defines it as intentionally striking the ball or intentionally changing its direction with the hand or arm 
(NFHS 2-2; NCAA 2-10-3). Batting the ball  
backward is batting it toward one's own endline.  
If a player possesses the ball it cannot be batted forward by  
another player of the same team.  
While a backward pass is in flight, no player from the passing  
team may bat the ball forward. When a loose ball is in the end zone, it cannot be batted in any direction 
by either team. In NCAA, no player can bat the ball forward when a fumble is in flight (NFHS 9-7-2 
through 4; NCAA 9-4-1c, 9-4-2, 9-4-3).  
The codes differ when it comes to batting a grounded loose ball  
in the field of play. In NFHS, no grounded loose ball (for example  
a ball rolling on the ground after a kick or fumble) may be batted  
in any direction, except that team K can bat backward a grounded scrimmage kick beyond the neutral 
zone (7-3-2 Exc.). In NCAA, a loose ball may be batted backward in the field of play (9-4-lc). 

Play: Kl s punt bounces at team R's 12 yardline. K2 bats the ball backward (a) while it is in the field of 
play, or (b) after reaching into the end zone after it breaks the goalline plane but has not touched the 
ground in the end zone. In both cases, the ball rolls out of bounds at team R's 10 yardline. 

Ruling: In (a), the ball stays live. K2's bat is first touching (NFHS) or illegal touching (NCAA). Although 
team R has the option of taking the ball at the spot of the touching, it will likely accept the result of the 
play. In (b), under NFHS rules,  
the kick is dead when it breaks the goalline plane and K2's bat is  
ignored. It's a touchback and team R will start a new series at Its own 20 yardline. In NCAA for (b), the 
ball remains live but because the illegal touching spot is in the end zone, team R will likely take the 
touchback. 
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