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2016 Observations from Mike Webb 

 

 

Playoff - Round 3 

 

 

This will wrap up our 2016 season. 

 

All that is left is the Super 6. 

 

Good luck and study in the off season. 

 

Mike 

 

We had some interesting finishes this weekend.  And some not so. 

Play:  QB is roughed and completes pass for a 10 yard gain.  Penalty was accepted 

and measured off from the previous spot.  Error:  This is a tack-on so the penalty 

should have been added on to the end of the play.  Reason for this error was that the 

covering officials never notified the Referee what happened. 

We still have play cards being worn on the belt. 

 
Why is this so difficult to observe players and get them dressed properly?  Lazy 

officials I think. 

We have one-armed officials using finger whistles.  Either learn to get your hand out of 

the whistle to give proper signals or start using a whistle on a lanyard. 
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Here is a photo of a close try down score.  The defenders did not like the call. 

 

 

 

 

Playoff - Round 2 

 

 

A player who has had his helmet come off not attributed to a foul must sit out a down.  

Play:  A45 had his helmet come off during a down.  He left the field of play after the ball 

was dead. Then his coach called a timeout.  After the timeout the ball was marked 

ready and snapped when the linesman blew his whistle.  He notified the referee that 

A45 was back in the game during the play he just shut down.  What do you have?  

Illegal substitution, delay of game or illegal participation? 

A head coach and his QB son had to be ejected in a game that wasn’t even close.  

They misbehaved early in the game and the officials tried to keep things calmed down. 

Not a good way to end a playoff game but it had to be done. 
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Play:  A’s ball on their own 15.  Shotgun QB muffs a snap and the ball is bouncing near 

A’s 6-yard line.  B81 in an attempt to recover the ball has it bounce off of his knee into 

the end zone.  Ask, what was the force that put the ball in the end zone?  If it is B then 

the result is a touchback not a safety. 

Some really good matchups this coming weekend. 

 

 

 

Playoff - Round 1 

 

Round 1 games are in the records. 

This week things get a tad tighter. 
 
Be alert, focus and communicate with the crew, players, coaches and fans. 
 
Referees, make your signals clear and concise and don’t hurry them. 
 
Good luck, 

I had hoped we were done with play 

cards on the belt.  Obviously I was 

wrong and this kid was wearing one 

Friday night.  Come on guys, get this 

stuff off. 

I am forced to wonder how many 

regular season games has this 

happened ! 
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Mike 
 

Had an Umpire looking over his shoulder at kick tries instead of observing LOS action. 

A crew used pre-2013 Punt Mechanics.  Started a game with all 11 Team K players with 

their feet in back of their 35-yard line and no one caught it. 

As far as I know we had only one equipment problem this weekend. 

 

A team started a game with a player wearing some kind of band on his arm.  In that 

same game there were numerous false starts, holds and I don’t know what all. 

 

There were 4 taunting fouls called across the state, 2 UNS on head coaches, 1 for 

illegal equipment, and 3 positive remarks concerning the good sportsmanship displayed 

in 3 separate games. 

A ready to play signal was given in a game when the defense was not back from their 

quarter change huddle.  If the defense is taking up too much time, mark the ball ready 

and then flag the defense for a dead ball delay of game. See 3-6-2. 

There were several instances in one game where a couple of officials would throw their 

flag for a foul but failed to stop the clock for dead ball fouls and to stop the clock when 

the play became dead.  If you throw a flag you must be the first to signal the clock to 

stop.  In this same game the line judge failed to come off the sideline to assist the back 

judge to get the ball off the field and the back judge just flopped the ball over to the 

sideline.  This really looks cruddy! 

A couple back judges would step back to the kicking team’s 35-yard line to check K’s 

alignment before giving the Ref. his ready signal.  This is a great mechanic. 

Hands in the 

pockets doesn’t 

look sharp! 

He was probably 

digging out his coin. 
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There were a few instances where crews had to gather to iron out a rules application, 

then they got them right.  Good job.  But don’t spend the evening visiting with one 

another. 

If your crew uses field radios, don’t overuse them.  Sometimes eyeball-to-eyeball is the 

best way to communicate. 

Round 2 coming up.  Stay focused! 

 

Week 11 

 

Regular season is over. 

The usual chippy and sordid behavior showed its ugly head this week. 
 
With the playoffs I think we will have better football. 
 

Good luck. 

 

Mike 

 

Play:  A1’s pass is deflected by B2 behind the LOS.  The pass continues downfield 

where B33 comes over A81’s back to try to deflect the pass.  Is this defensive pass 

interference?  Ruling:  No.  Since B tipped the ball behind the LOS there can be no 

pass interference. See 7-5-9c.  But to avoid a lynching you can call an illegal block in 

the back or at least illegal use of the hands by the defender since A81 is not a potential 

blocker. 

Play:  QB A1 receives a hand-to-hand snap and immediately throws the ball toward the 

ground but it hits the heel of the snapper.  What do we have?  Rulings:  What if the ball 

bounces off of the heel back into the hands of the QB?  Since the spike rule states 

“throws the ball forward to the ground” I take it not hitting the ground, causes the ball to 

remain live.  Therefore we have a live ball and the QB can do whatever he wishes, other 

than spiking the ball legally.  If the ball hits the snapper’s heel then the ground we have 

an incomplete pass.  Don’t complicate the game.   

 

We could rule the act as purposely stopping the clock illegally and start the clock on the 

ready.  See 3-4-6. 

This play deals with Rule 9-9.  QB A12 takes the snap from a shotgun formation and 

the referee notes he is not wearing his mouthpiece in his mouth.  A12 runs in for a 
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score.  Ruling:  The score counts and A may be penalized from the succeeding spot 5 

yards and the signals are 27 and 23.  This is our only 5-yard unsportsmanlike foul and it 

does not count as 1 of the 2 for disqualification. 

This question came up again.  Can coaches agree to wear home – white and visitors 

– dark?  Answer No.  It would be an unsportsmanlike foul on each coach.  The two dead 

ball 15-yarders would offset but the penalty of the UNS foul would remain for each 

coach.  That would be 1 of 2 they can receive that day.  If the visitors show up with dark, 

then that head coach would receive the foul and of course the home coach could 

decline the distance part of the penalty but the penalty of 1 UNS foul on the visiting 

head coach would remain.  The home team could change to their white to avoid 

confusion free of foul only if the visiting team caused the problem. 

There seems to have been a whole lot of “chippyness” Friday night.  Don’t let this get 

started and you won’t have to spend the rest of the game cleaning it up.  Coaches lose 

their cool as well as players. If they come on the field, walk them to their sideline.  Listen 

then walk away, if they follow you out on the field flag them for UNS. If they continue to 

“bark” at you from the sidelines, flag them. The game is supposed to be fun and 

educational (the right kind). 

It appears there are helmet fitting problems at this time of year.  If they can’t get it fixed 

immediately send them off to get repairs.  If they stay on the field and if their attempts to 

fix the problem takes more than 25 seconds you must call a timeout, charged to that 

team. 

A rumored play from Friday night.  A foul was flagged for a hit on a player who was 

obviously out of the play.  This was a good flag but the wrong team was penalized.  

How did that happen.  Communication is still important in game 10 just as it was in 

game 1. 



Page 7 of 31 
 

  

 

 

Playoffs begin this Friday. 

Work hard, hustle and have fun. 

Mike 

 

 

Week 10 

 

Guys, 

The last week of the regular season is now here.  Be especially cognizant of 
misbehavior. 
 
Kids are tired and so are the coaches, but we still have 45 more games to go after this. 
Keep it safe and fair.  Be ready to clean up any bad behavior or unnecessary hits. 
 
Your mechanics are so important at this time of the season.  Be where you are 
supposed to be and see what you are supposed to see. 
 
Mike 

Have there been any special 

reports of a home team wearing 

dark camo jerseys that include 

white within the body of the 

jersey?   
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From 2015 Week 10 

 

A question was raised this week.  What should we do if the defense claps hands when 

the QB is using the hand-clap to signal the snap?  9-5-1d  states this would be an 

unsportsmanlike act.  I think it may happen once and we don’t catch it, but we can give 

the defense a warning to quit the hand clap.  If they do it again, it is a foul. Here is clip   

https://vimeo.com/143878389   

 

There are a few teams who have their QB use the hand slap when it is 3rd or 4th and 

short.  They don’t do it at any other time.  False Start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 2013 and still true in 2016.  I observed 2 good crews this weekend.  They 

obviously have developed good habits so they can do their jobs without thinking about 

what they need to being doing. 

 

We all have the freedom of 

expression, but must do it in the 

right way. 

This should have never happened.  

This official is using kids to gain 

attention to his problems is not 

acceptable. 

https://vimeo.com/143878389?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfGEyMWY5MDI3Yjg1ZjFiOWNiMDUzMDVmOWJhNGNlOTBkMTAwMHwzMTI1OTAyMHwxNDQ2MDQ1NDIxfDc3MDE%3D
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Good habits are developed through following accepted guidelines at all levels of play.  

You can’t just turn off bad habits and perform at a high level when needed. 

 

Treat all games, lower level and varsity as though they were the Super 6 games.   

Dress accordingly to uniform requirements and use accepted mechanics of the State in 

which you are working.   

See anything wrong here?  

 

 

 

 

We had a few instances of bad behavior at some of our games Friday night.  Assistant 

coaches created most of the havoc at the Buffalo vs. Winfield game. 

 

Wings remember to turn and keep your sideline at the sideline when a fight breaks out.   

 

One targeting disqualification and the other unsportsmanlike acts were of the abusive, 

obscene language kind.  Besides the Buffalo game there were some assistant coaches 

also were misbehaving. 
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Week 9 

 

Here we go.  Teams jockeying for rankings in SSAC playoff picture. 

We need to be doing our best. 
 
Mike 

ABC's of 
Officiating 

From Jesse Garcia 
(MD) 

 

   

A ACCOUNTABLE 

Be accountable for your actions.   If you screw up, admit it.  
Don't try to cover it up.   You will be respected more for your 
honesty.  

B BELIEVE Believe in yourself. You can overcome more than you think.  

C COMMUNICATE 
Communicate during the game with partners and players and 
coaches.  

D DEPENDABLE Be someone the crew can rely on. Don't be a weak link.  

E EAT RIGHT 

I know this is strange coming from a guy who is around 280lbs., 
but had I eaten right over the years, my weight would not have 
given me the problems I have had. Upper leagues look for the 
slimmer official in today’s world.  

F 
FOOTBALL 
MENTALITY Know the game and what to expect. Be aware of the situation.  

G GOALS 
Set goals for yourself to achieve.  Then go out and achieve 
them.  

H HEALTHY 
Stay fit.   Conditioning is year round.  You will appreciate the 
efforts later in life.  

I INVOLVEMENT 

Get involved with the Board.  There is nothing worse than 
listening to someone bitch about things, but never lift a finger to 
help.  

J JUDGEMENT 
Use good judgement.  It will keep you out of trouble.  Don't go 
looking for fouls.  

K KICKING GAME 

More unusual plays have happened during the kicking game 
than any other play.  More plays have happened during kick 
downs to get this Bd. in trouble over the years as well.  

L LISTEN 

Listening skills are one of the best tools in communicating.  
Listen to what a coach has to say.  He may be the one who is 
right and you are wrong.  

M MEETINGS Attending local board meetings is a must.  

N NOTES 

Keep good notes.  If someone gets hurt during the game.  Write 
it down.  Health issues are a big thing today.  You could be in 
court years later.  
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O OUT OF BOUNDS 
Many things involved here from illegal participation to dead ball 
officiating.  Most important, know when to stop the clock.  

P PREPAREDNESS 
Remember my theory on the 6 "P's".  Proper Planning Prevents 
Piss Poor Performance 

Q QUESTIONS 
Don't be afraid to ask questions.  Learn from the experience of 
others.  

R RULES 
Study the rule book or case book every day. The more I did this, 
the better I became.  

S SIGNALS 
Good signals, among crewmates, are the backbone of a solid 
crew.   Referees, practice your signals as well.  

T TEAMWORK 
 A strong team or crew can overcome personal weakness.  One 
person does not make a good crew.  

U UNIFORM 

Keep it clean at all times.  Wear the proper uniform.  Don't be 
afraid in invest in new equipment when needed.  Use a checklist 
when packing.  

         V VIDEO 
There is no better learning tool.  Whether it is watch yourself or 
someone else.  

W 
WHISTLE 
CONTROL 

Don't over react. Wait to see what develops. Only covering 
officials should be blowing their whistle.   Use only when 
needed.  

X XEROPHILIUS 
Capable of surviving in a hot, dry climate.   Simply put, keep 
hydrated in hot weather.  

Y YESTERDAY 

Don't dwell on the past, whether it was good or bad.  If you 
made a mistake, work to improve. Don't let it bring you down.  
On the other hand, you are only as good as your last call.  Don't 
get hung up on last week’s great game and not prepare for 
tomorrow's.  

Z ZEAL OR ZEST 
Show that you are happy to be there.  Don't act like it is a 
tireless effort to be there.  
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This is a look at a 6-man crew with the deep judges starting (& staying) on the sidelines. 

It ends up being just a 4-man crew. 

 

 

Play:  Team A snaps ball on B’s 30-yard line and runs for a TD.  During the run a Team 

B player blocks an A player in the back.  Do we decline the penalty to keep the TD?  

Ruling:  Team A gets to keep the TD and can choose to penalize B on the try or the 

ensuing kickoff. 

We still have some of our wings not getting their teams outside the top of the numbers 

for time outs. 

Play:  With 4:28 seconds left in the 2nd quarter, a runner from South Charleston was 

penalized for unsportsmanlike conduct when he proceeded to do a front flip into the end 

zone with no defensive player close to him (closest was 20 yards away).  Ruling:  

Correct call. 
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Week 8 

 

Things are starting to tighten up.   

Coaches get fired up more than ever this time of the year. 
 
Keep cool, observe players, and enjoy. 
 
Mike 
 

Pleased to report that our friend Charlie Linch is on the mend.  Wednesday, Charlie is 

now machined up and ready to fly.  He expects to be released on Thursday, 10/13. 

Play 1:  A11, running down the sideline is legally blocked and steps out of bounds and 

immediately jumps to come back in.  He catches a pass while he is in the air then 

alights inbounds with the ball clearly in his possession.  Is this Illegal participation?  

Ruling:  No.  Since A11 is not touching out of bounds and is attempting to come back in 

at his first opportunity he has not fouled when he catches the ball while in the air and 

making first contact inbounds. 

Play 2:  Team K is lined up for an extra point try by kick.  The referee is looking at the 

back of the holder.  The umpire is standing on the goal line outside the widest offensive 

lineman.  (By the way the U watches the flight of the ball as it is in flight).  Is this correct 

mechanics?  Ruling:  Definitely not.  The R must look into the face of the holder and the 

umpire must be in position to read action against the snapper and other linemen inside 

the free-blocking zone.  He sure shouldn’t be watching the flight of the ball. 

Play 3: A wingman is running down the sideline following a run down that sideline.  The 

runner goes out of bounds and the wing waits until he gets to the out-of-bounds spot 

before he signals timeout.  Ruling:  Wrong.  Signal timeout when the runner goes out of 

bounds immediately and not wait until you get to the spot. 

Play 4:  K1 punts the ball and it is noted that the L J leaves the LOS immediately and 

the B J is over in the L’s side zone.  Ruling:  Wrong mechanics.  We adjusted this in 

2014.  The L will leave the line when he notes the punter has possession of the snap.  

The L J will stay put because he is looking across the field at the sticks and he can 

better rule on the punt crossing the neutral zone or not.  Look below. 
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Now, some good news:  We often hear the bad things that happen on Friday's, but I'd 

like to focus on the positive.  We began the evening with a 30 minute delay in starting 

the game due to a major accident on I64 closing the interstate for nearly two hours. 

Sissonville finally arrived and we got the game started at about 7:30pm.  The entire 

night was a competitive effort on both sides. Players on both sides were helping 

opponents up out of piles, congratulating each other and showing very good 

sportsmanship.  You could tell that these kids are well coached.  The coaching staffs 

from both teams were very cooperative and kept the coaches boxes clear all evening.  

From the line-to-gain crew to the ball boys on both sides, these two schools were top 

notch.  It makes our job as officials much easier when you have coaching staff's like 

these to work with.  Very positive experience!! 

2016   10-14 BBW by 

Def. end.wmv
 Look at defensive right side and the BBW against a pulling guard. 

Your Board Interpreters have 

had this information since the 

Interpreter’s Clinic of 2014.  If 

you have never seen this, get 

on them. 
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Never let this happen.  This is the coin toss. 

 

 

Week 7 

 

Not much to comment on. 

Work hard and help our kids play better. 
 
Mike 
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There are only 4 players numbered 50-79 on LOS. The player on the right side end is 

numbered 16. 

It is imperative that the umpire count the offensive linemen on EVERY down. 
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See if #1 has a mouthpiece ! 

Watch, intentional or not?   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsCtsXSjnZQ&feature=youtu.be 

 

Got some shaky news Friday night.  Charlie Linch (OW) had a heart attack on the field 

at Zanesville.  He was quickly taken to the local hospital and as of Saturday morning  

the news is not quite so dread.  Sunday, Charlie is now sitting up and communicating to 

friends and family.  He is doing better but who knows what is next. 

Week 6 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsCtsXSjnZQ&feature=youtu.be
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Look at writing on left wrist.  Worse than the rest of the junk.  Anyone working Cabell 

Midland games must be alert for this anomaly. 

 

Short and ???? 
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Look at play #3.  It is a tricky situation and easily screwed up.  You really have to know 
the rules for this one.  Yes, it really happened.  The down and distance are mine but it is 
real. 
 
Keep up the good work. 
 

Here is an interesting situation relayed to us by one of our better white hats.  I had 

an interesting play 2 weeks ago.  QB rolls out and throws a pass.  He is roughed.  After 

the play, a few yards downfield, the defensive back pushes a receiver down and we 

have a dead ball personal foul.  Of course, we administered both penalties, resulting in 

a first down. 

 

Amidst all the activity and discussion, I failed to understand that the pass was 

completed for an 8 yard gain, therefore incorrectly administered the roughing penalty 

from the previous spot.  In my mind, for unknown reasons, I had it as incomplete, and 

nobody corrected me. 

 

In discussion at halftime it came up and we discovered our mistake.  It was poor 

communication by the crew.  I should have asked my deep guys and they should have 

informed me of the result of the play when there was a flag.  I think this is a good 

example of making a mistake because of poor communication.  We had all we needed 

to get it right, but I made an incorrect assumption and hastily administered it wrong. 

 

I have constantly reminded all of our officials that we do not do a good job of “crew 

communication”.  This is a great example to make my point. 

Play 2:  There is a scrimmage kick and a valid fair catch signal by R1. R1 does not 

catch the kick but allows it to hit the ground and everyone agrees that he cannot block 

after giving a valid signal. 

 

Discussion was can R1be blocked by K?  Ruling:  R1 is protected from contact unless 

he muffs the kick.  

Play 3:  4th and 10 on A’s 13-yard line.  Time is running out and A is down by 4 points.  

QB A1 drops back in his end zone and under duress throws the ball to an area where 

only A72, A68 and A65 are standing.  A72 catches the pass on A’s 6-yard line.  What 

do you have?  What are B’s options?   

 

Week 5 

 

Things are going to start getting a little testy out there.  Be on top of your game. 
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Dead ball officiating is extremely important. 

Continue rules and mechanics study. 
 
Guys who work in other states must review how things are done in WV prior to any 
game. 
 
 
Play 1 – Team A is inside B’s 5 yard line and before a play can be run Team B realizes 

that it has 12 players in the formation. Player B12 leaves the field through the back of 

the end zone and tries to return to his team box via a route around the end zone. 

Ruling:  This is a dead ball illegal substitution foul. 5 yards or half  the distance, Rule 3-

7-2. 

 

Play 2 – From an esteemed white hat.  This happened in my game and it really had no 

bearing at the time but was discussed afterward and probably was a foul, but wasn’t 

called. 

K kicks off and the ball is kicked downfield close to the sideline. K11 is blocked out of 

bounds near where the ball was recovered by R11. R11 leaves the field as well to 

continue blocking K11. Both players return to the field of play, R11 blocking K11 until 

K11 makes the tackle of the runner near the sideline. 

 

Ruling:  Our interpretation is that K1’s return to the field was legal because the block 

caused him to go out of bounds and he returned to the field immediately. However an 

illegal participation foul should have been called against R11 for intentionally going out 

of bounds and returning to participate (block during the return).  Also a personal foul by 

R11 for contacting a player obviously out of the play (being out of bounds does that to 

players). 

 

It was a strange play that didn’t get called but should have, but again it did not affect the 

outcome of the game. 

Play:  K kicks off from their 40-yard line.  The kick is high and comes down over the R 

48-yard line where K2 catches it and proceeds to run downfield for what appears to be a 

touchdown. 

 

Ruling:  Kick Catching Interference, whether or not there is an R player in the vicinity.  

K cannot legally possess the ball until it passes R’s restraining line and touches the 

ground, in any order.  But K can possess the ball if R has touched  the kick.  K can 

never advance a caught or recovered free kick.  No touchdown!!! 
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Question to Mike, 

 

I have been seeing some videos out there from other states about the blind side blocks 

being illegal.  Mostly where a player is making contact in the front of the defender and 

basically teeing off on these players.  I believe they are defenseless players because 

their focus is on the runner and tracking him down and being unable to protect 

themselves.  Is that your philosophy as well?    Even though a defender is in the play, 

another offensive player still cannot seek him out and tee off on him. Am I 

understanding the rule correctly??  Thanks  

 

Ruling:  If a defender has a legitimate play on the ball or runner, he may be legally 

blocked.  The open-hand rule in experimenting states is not a part of the NFHS Rules.  

We want to catch the action against players who are obviously out of the play and 

protect them from unnecessary contact, just as we have been doing for years. 

 

Trying to learn rules from chat rooms leads to problems.   

.

 

Played in a cloud of dust.  This is not poor video - it is dust.  Note #54, in red, shoulder 

pad.  Good crew work by not permitting St. Albans to advance their punt that was 

downfield.  Pads on shoulders uncovered, towels with markings, sideline problems in 

this game.  Had a pooch free kick that was caught by the kicking team.  The crew did 

well by not letting the kicking team gain possession.  Also had a personal foul against 

the receiving team.  The receiving team was given the ball at the spot of the KCI.  

Puzzling! Can’t figure this out.  Finally got this play explained.  There was a live ball KCI 

followed by a dead ball personal foul.  Should have signaled both fouls, left the ball at 

the spot where the KCI occurred and not have given the declined penalties signal. 

 

From my laptop.  Riverside at St. 

Albans.  9/23/2016. 

My toe operation kept me at home. 
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There was a bad snap on a try down last night and the kicker ran with the ball and 

punted it from behind the line of scrimmage.  Someone wanted a flag.  What was the 

foul?  Know your rules.  The try is a scrimmage down.  Of course a punt cannot score 

on a try but a drop kick would be OK for a score. 

In another game the officials did not meet with the coaches until 35 minutes before the 

scheduled kickoff.  We want to get to the coaches for pre-game information at least an 

hour before the kickoff.  We don’t want to be interrupting coaches prepping their teams 

on the field. 

At Liberty (R) the crew would not permit a little kid all dressed up in full gear out for the 

coin toss.  Coach claimed they had been doing it all year.  I sure hope not because that 

means some officials have not been doing their job.   

Once again Capital captains refuse to shake hands at the coin toss.  Wonder who is 

instructing them?  Don’t make a big deal of it.  Just ignore their actions and continue 

with the game. 

Is it possible to have intentional grounding by throwing the ball down the center of the 

field? 

Finally a good word.  I would like to thank and commend both Notre Dame and 

Webster County coaches and players for the sportsmanship displayed during the game 

Friday (9/23/16). It was a hard hitting game and the players would help each other up 

after the play ended.  Also I would especially like to recognize number 44,Elijah Helsley 

for Notre Dame.  He was constantly praising his players all night.  Thanks to both 

coaching staffs.  They coached hard and help my crew with the sportsmanship all night.   

It was a great game to work. 

Question.  We were off Friday night, so we went to Ripley/GW game.  It looked to us 

that anytime the GW QB was going to take snap from under center, after gripping the 

ball the GW center would twist the ball about 45 degrees to the left before straightening 

it out.  We were watching from the sideline, and heard the Ripley coach questioning  

them about it, wanting a snap infraction, but they told him the center was not doing 

anything wrong.  Would something like I described be considered a snap infraction or 

just normal adjustment of the ball?  The defense did not jump, but in our discussion we 

thought it would be a snap infraction.  Ruling:  See 7-1-2.  The ball must be kept at a 90 

degree angle to the LOS. 

 

Football and the Blonde 

 

Of all the blonde jokes, this one has to be one the best -- because it makes football 

make sense! 
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A guy took his blonde girlfriend to her first football game. They had great seats right 

behind their team's bench. 

 

After the game, he asked her how she liked it. 

"Oh, I really liked it," she replied, "especially the tight pants and all the big muscles, but I 

just couldn't 

 

Understand why they were killing each other over 25 cents." 

 

Dumbfounded, her boyfriend asked, "What do you mean?" 

 

"Well, they flipped a coin, one team got it and then for the rest of the game, all they kept 

screaming was... 'Get the quarterback! Get the quarterback!' I'm like...Helloooooo? It's 

only 25 cents!!!!" 

 

Week 4 

 

We are slowly getting uniform problems fixed.  Keep at it. 

Unsportsmanlike fouls crop up suddenly.  We need good dead ball officiating. 
If we could just get some decent football weather now I would be a happy camper. 
 
Keep up the good work. 
 
Spread this report around your respective boards.  It doesn’t do much good for the 
recipient to sit on the report. 
 
Continue to work on the Rules and Mechanics.  Keep getting better. 
 
Mike 
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HEY MIKE LAST NIGHT IN A MIDDLE SCHOOL GAME WE HAD A PLAY ON A 

KICKOFF RETURN WHERE THE TIME RAN OUT ON THE RETURN AND WE HAD A 

LATE HIT OUT OF BOUNDS.  WE ENDED THE HALF WITH A PERSONAL FOUL 

BUT DID NOT GIVE THEM AN UNTIMED DOWN.  DID WE MAKE THE RIGHT CALL?   

 

Ruling:  Since this was a dead ball foul and time had expired for the half, the 2nd half 

should have started with a 15-yard penalty against the fouling team. 

 
I’m still getting questions regarding bands playing while the ball is live.  There are no 
rules covering this, so ignore the noise and let the fans and band enjoy their 
experiences.  
 
In that same game one of the teams came out on the field when the coin toss was about 
to occur.  They were occupying one end of the field up to the 35-yard line.  Ruling:  
Stop the coin toss and get the team off the field of play.  If they do not comply,  penalize 
their head coach with an unsportsmanlike act. 
 
 

Good gracious !!! 



Page 25 of 31 
 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

In one game Friday night a Wheeling Central player (the snapper) had a chain around 

his neck.  Cost his coach a 15-yard unsportsmanlike penalty.  I wonder how many 

games he has played with this chain ! 

Play:  With 5:13 remaining in the second period, during a dead ball period following a 

short run by Team A, off-setting personal fouls were assessed against #5 from Team A 

and #19 from Team B when #5's helmet was pulled off by #19.  #5 from Team A 

retaliated by shoving #19 from Team B; once the players were separated, #5 from 

Team A continued to taunt and bait #19 from Team B which resulted in an 

Unsportsmanlike Conduct Penalty being charged to #5 from Team A.  Ruling:  Offset 

the dead ball fouls against #5 and #19.  Then penalize the Unsportsmanlike foul against 

# 5.  It appears that #5 should have been assessed an UNS foul for the push before the 

taunt, then he should have been disqualified.  

 

Illegal jersey (lettering) 

Rules 1-5-1b,2a and 

3a (and perhaps the 

stripe running from the 

collar to the sleeve). 
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Week 3 

 

Kids are starting to get frustrated.  We need to pay attention to this and provide some 

useful preventative officiating. 

Let us hope the heat is over. 
 
We lost a high school football player in California this week. 
 

Just received this on 9/6 so it is a little late. 

 

“6:48 in the 3rd Q  Mingo Central leading 20-6, was driving the ball in an up tempo 

offense, a Tolsia player was off the field at least 2 yards, receiving treatment from a 

Trainer, at the end of a play on their sidelines, Asst Coach Darrick Evans takes a step 

on the field and instructs the player to go back on the field and lay down for the injury, in 

a clear attempt to slow down the tempo of the game, the player walks on the field and 

then lays down, and the trainer starts to stretch, the player for an injury timeout. I clearly 

saw and heard all the action of the coach, and I threw a penalty flag on him, for 

Unsportsmanlike, coach Mike Smith ask me why I didn't thru delay of game, and that 

the player didn't have room on his sideline I showed him there was clearly enough room 

and if there was not his team was in violation of the sidelines. The intent of the Asst. 

Coach Evans was to slow the pace of the game.” 

 

My reply.  This same team had a coach in the white all evening long – no call.  Also 

they send a man in motion before their quarterback gets set for one second.  Did this 

last year as well  

From an esteemed white hat.  “With the liberalization of the coaches equipment rule, 

seems like pretty much anything goes on the sideline concerning electronic equipment. 

Since officials are prohibited in 1-1-9 from using any form of replay or monitoring 

equipment in making decisions, there should be a caveat to Rule 1-6 stating that 

coaches can’t use this electronic equipment to question an officials interpretations or 

judgments during the game,  I can see the day coming where I am going to be 

questioned and told by the coach that he looked at a replay and that my crew missed a 

call. I will probably flag them for some sort of unsportsmanlike foul, but there should be 

something in 1-6 prohibiting the use of electronic equipment to influence or object to an 

official’ decision.” 
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I replied - SEE RULE 9-8-1b AND d.  Don’t honor the request to look at any devices 

during a game. See 1-1-9. 

From one white hat to others; hurdling is a personal foul (Sig.38). Just a reminder to all 

referees. 

We appear to be missing some blocks in the back during punt returns.  Wings need to 

look ahead of the returner and the umpire needs to pivot and watch the blocking ahead 

of the runner. 

 

Looks like there is a lack of sideline control here.  Not a timeout.  

 

 

  

 

Question:  Can there be roughing the holder if he contacted while still holding the ball. 

No kick has been made.  Ruling:  9-4-5a.  “Contact is unavoidable because it is not 

reasonably certain that a kick will be made”.  Rule 4-2-2a Exp.  “The ball remains live if 

a holder has his knee on the ground .. “ So there is no foul.  You may have 

unnecessary roughness if anything. 
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Capital tried to line up their whole team at the hash last night for the coin toss, but were 

moved back by the back judge.  Has this team been doing this the first two weeks? 

From officials working at Sissonville.  During field inspection, from the top of the 

numbers to the sidelines it was 11 yards. The correct distance is 9 yards. This is a 

violation of rules 2-3f.  The field markings at Sissonville continue to be a problem. In the 

past it was only 7 yards to the top of the numbers. The officials can only use the field as 

marked. 

 

Week 2 

 

I see lots of good things happening.  Too bad it is not good all the time. 

Keep up the good work and get better each week.  Continue studying rules and 
mechanics.  Get into film study 
 
DRONES:  These are permitted as of now as long as there is no school policy, local, 

state or federal law prohibiting their use.  They must be operated outside the plane of 

the restraining lines and if not contact the school administration to get them taken down. 

Team A had 11 players in formation then A18 leaves the field.  His coach tells him he 

should be back in the formation.  Wing called a dead ball illegal participation.  Not 

correct.  This is a dead ball illegal substitution.  See 3-7-3, page 45. 

If a player loses his helmet free of foul he must leave the game.  It is necessary for the 

referee to call an official’s timeout to get the player off the field and get a sub to replace 

him.  See 3-5-7e, page43. 

I watched a good performance by a referee on Friday night.  He followed all plays very 

and showed his presence as necessary.  On long runs he mopped up action very well 

as he moved from his pre-snap position.  See it here 

I thought we had this 

problem solved. 

It is obvious Cabell Midland 

hasn’t gotten the message. 
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. 
2016 Sept 2 referee movement.mp4

 

When we see coaches out on the field in front of a wing man and there is no time out 

we have a problem.  Guys – keep coaches back in team box. 

  I hope you never have to deal with this.  The line is the 

line, don’t try to guess where it should be.  We see some yard lines that look like this 

also.  That is why we put the clip in the middle of the line.   

Last night at our game, we started and ended on the wrong foot.  The chain crew did 

not report to the sideline until 7:29pm to meet with the HL causing a change in the 

normal routine for the start of a game.   In order to start on time, our HL had to miss our 

meeting in the middle of the field because he was still instructing the chain crew.       

Also, the clock operator did not meet with the crew prior to the game and missed any 

instructions he should have been given.   It showed during the contest as the clock was 

reset 2 times and the Down indicator on the clock was wrong on various occasions.  

Finally, after working hard during an overtime football game in the heat of early 

September, we arrive back to our dressing room in a hot, sweaty state, only to find out 

that our shower did not work.   We all had to leave in our street clothes in this condition 

as there was no water for the shower.    It is my understanding that the crew at this site 

last week had no shower as well.  These are not the kind of hoops we need to jump 

through. 
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This mouth guard is not illegal.  May be ugly but is still OK.   

I guess I need to remind all of you that PSK doesn’t end when the kick hits the 

ground but ends when the kick ends. 

Now to add something from the past.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ4o5BoA9ng 

Our own Kenny Long if you please. 

Keep improving !  If you stand still you will fall behind. 

 

Week 1 

 

Hot-hot-hot. 

Why don’t we play this game in January? 

 

Player had helmet come off free of foul.  Team took timeout to get him back in game 

and officials permitted it.  NO-NO !!  Player must sit out a down just as an injured player 

must. 

Play:  Punt and hold by K during kick.  After the kick ended with R in possession there 

was an unsportsmanlike foul by R.  The calling official did not tweet his whistle but did 

throw the flag.  There was much confusion, the chains were moved then everything got 

corrected thanks to the BJ and LJ for knowing the dead ball spot and the location of the 

chains.  The R tried to replay the down, then decided to let R decline the live ball foul, 

keep the ball and then be penalized for their foul.  Really looked bad.  Don’t over-think 

things. Live ball foul followed by dead ball foul by opponents do not offset.  If both 

penalties accepted then the live ball foul during a loose ball play requires enforcement 

from previous spot, then the opponent’s dead ball foul should be penalized.  In the play 

R’s choice was to decline their opponent’s foul and keep the ball but be penalized for 

their dead ball foul. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ4o5BoA9ng
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Punt muffed, recovered but BJ did not stop clock.  View clip below.

WV MetroNews – Highlights Harris leads No.mp4
 

  Clean this stuff up in pre-game. 

Had a game where R rarely went beyond the hashes.  Referees need to move all over 

the field, not just the middle. 

Field issues at Sissonville:  Rule 1-2 art. 3d    2 yard restraining line missing.  Rule 1-2 

art. 3f     9 yard marks missing.  Rule 1-2 art. 3h    markings in end zone shall be no 

closer than 2 feet from side/end lines, 

About a dozen unsportsmanlike fouls reported as on the afternoon of Sunday.  Some on 

coaches and others on players. 

 

  


