
2015 Football Rules Revisions;  NFHS 

1. 2-20; Spearing is an act by an offensive or defensive player who initiates contact 

against any opponent with the top of his helmet to the body of an opponent.   The 

body is new. 

2. 5-1; The referee has the authority to correct an error in the number of a down 

until a new series is awarded.  Reminder:  the crew has the official down number, 

the box is not official. 

3. 6-1-3, for free kicks; at the time the ball is kicked, at least four K players must be 

on each side of the kicker.  Also, if any other player other than one outside the 5-

yard belt kicks the ball it is a foul.  Still a dead ball foul. 

4. 9-4-3; It is a personal foul to make any contact with an opponent including a 

defenseless player which is deemed unnecessary or excessive and which incites 

roughness. 

5. An exception regarding 9-4-3 fouls against a passer has been granted.  The 

incidental grasping of the face mask (a 5-yard penalty) will not give Team A an 

automatic first down. 

6. 10-2-5; When there are 15-yard dead ball fouls (or live ball treated as dead ball 

fouls) committed by each team an prior to penalty administration, each 15-yard 

foul will cancel a 15-yard foul on the other team.  Any remaining 15-yard fouls will 

be enforced.  5-yard dead ball fouls will be enforced separately and in order of 

occurrence and would never cancel with a 15-yard foul. 

Some Points of Emphasis: 

 Properly enforce the free blocking zone. 

 Postgame protocol, protection of officials 

 What is “excessive”  

 Enforce illegal equipment 

 Sideline control 

 

 

I also want to inform everybody that we will resume taking captains to the center of the 

field prior to the beginning of the second half.  Talk about good things and if needed 

sportsmanship. 

Also, we will inform the visiting coach that he is to take his player immediately to his 
sideline prior to the coin toss and stay off of the home team's logo in the center of the 
field. 
 



Unsportsmanlike fouls for language dropped markedly in 2014.  Good job with that.  We 
did have a lot more unsportsmanlike fouls for fighting.  However the totals were not 
much different than in 2013. 
 
Reminder:  I would like a list of your pre-season meeting dates, places and times so I 
can visit. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Have a great spring. 
 
Mike 
 

 

     Mike Webb, WVSSAC Football Clinician 

     February 13, 2015 

 


