
Attached is the list of changes made to our 2014 football rules. 

 

I have added some comments to a few of these and will explain more as necessary later. 

 

We didn't hurt the game and probably helped it. 

 

The targeting and defenseless player definitions will need some work by us before we have our clinics 

this summer. 

 

Hope all have wintered well and are ready for spring. 

 

Mike 

 

2014 Football rules changes: 

1. Game officials shall assume authority for the contest, including penalizing 

unsportsmanlike acts, 30 minutes prior to the scheduled game time, at an earlier 

time if required by the state associations, or as soon thereafter as they are able 

to be present.  I do not anticipate any change from present practices. 

 

2. An illegal kick of a loose ball retains the same status that it had prior to the illegal 

kick.  Ex. What to do if a pass is illegally kicked?  Most illegal kicks are treated as 

fumbles. 

 

3. A defenseless player is a player who, because of his physical position, and focus 

of concentration, is especially vulnerable to injury.  New definition.   

 

4. Targeting is an act of taking aim at an opponent to initiate contact above the 

shoulders.  New definition. 

 

5. A period must be extended by an untimed down if an accepted penalty for a live 

ball foul occurred during a down in which time expires.  As opposed to last timed down. 

 

6. At least four K players must be on each side of the kicker after the ball is marked 

ready until the ball is kicked.  Will require some tweaking of mechanics. 

 

7. Other than the kicker, no K players may be more than five yards behind the 

kicking team’s free kick line after the ball is marked ready until the ball is kicked.  
Will require some tweaking of mechanics.  If 1 player is deep and an another player kicks 

the ball it is a foul. 

 

8. The accidental touching of a loose ball by a player who was blocked into the ball 

is ignored and does not constitute a new force.  Clarification and deleted CB 8.5.1B. 



 

9. A player shall not target and initiate contact above the shoulders of an opponent 

with the helmet, forearm, hand, fist, elbow or shoulder.  15-yarder. 

 

10. No defensive player shall commit any illegal personal contact foul listed in Rule 

9-4-3 against the passer.  In addition to just charging into, 15-yarder and 1
st

 down. 

 

Mike Webb, WVSSAC Football Clinician 

February 13, 2014 


