
2013 Problems and Comments from Mike Webb 

 

 

Playoffs – Finals 

 

 

Three tough games to end the year.  The Super Six officials did us proud. 

 

Looking forward to 2014. 

 

Study hard and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

Class AA game on Friday night in about 2-3 inches of snow.   

 

Play 1:  Live ball foul against the defense somewhere around A’s 48-yard line (I’m just 

guessing at the line).  Then there were two dead ball fouls, one against each team.  

Ruling:  Penalize the live ball foul.  Signal first down, then signal both the dead ball 

fouls and leave the ball where the live ball foul put it.  These dead ball fouls do not offset 

each other.  Since neither a first down nor the 30-yard line were involved there is no need 

to step off the two dead ball fouls. 

 

The officiating crew did a great job working this snowy game.  They couldn’t always find 

the marked yard line or the hashes but they did very well.  The Wheeling Island crews 

tried to keep the sidelines, goal lines and end lines cleared but it was a losing situation. 

 

Class AAA game on Saturday afternoon.  The field was cleared of snow. 

 

After a false start by A, the umpire administered the penalty but went just a tad too far.  

The linesman corrected the error because he stepped off the penalty from the stick on his 

sideline.  Good crew work.  Just a few plays later and after a scramble by A’s 

quarterback, there was a long pass completion but the linesman had an ineligible illegally 

downfield (probably 7-8 yards) negating the successful play (earning him an Atta-Boy).  

Another good example of crew teamwork. 

 

Play:  The Huntington QB was under duress and as he ran toward the Martinsburg 

sideline he threw the ball out of bounds.  There was an eligible receiver within 5 yards of 

where the ball landed but he was in bounds near the sideline.  Ruling:  The linesman 

went to the referee and explained where the eligible receiver was.  The referee correctly 

ruled intentional grounding (earning him an Atta-Boy).  When a pass is thrown out of 

bounds to intentionally avoid a sack it is intentional grounding.  Just because a receiver 

was close by doesn’t change the ruling.  Throwing the ball out of bounds to avoid a loss 

of time or distance is intentional grounding.  

 

I will capture this play and use it next year to demonstrate to our referees how they are to 

rule on this type of play. 



 

At the end of the game Huntington had no timeouts left, there was less than 20 seconds 

remaining, Martinsburg was taking a knee to run out the clock.  Huntington players still 

banged into the Martinsburg players after the kneel-down.  Flags flew, still some 

misbehavior on the part of the Huntington players.  The Martinsburg coaches kept their 

players on the sideline and the Huntington assistant coaches kept theirs back as well.  The 

line judge kept the Huntington head coach from getting to the mess but he was too far out 

on the field.  The officiating crew got things calmed down and ran the remaining time off 

the clock.  The police immediately came on the field and helped sort things out.  A 

shameful way to end a really good ball game by a few of the Huntington players.  (My 

opinion).  Although the fouls were for illegal contact the actions were unsporting and 

needed to be reported via a special report. 

 

The officiating crew did an outstanding job in this game. 

 

Class A game Saturday evening.  Nice game and weather was cool (around 28-29 

degrees). 

 

Some on the crew had difficulty with their gloves in the first half.   When they tried to 

stuff their flags away they were left dangling out for the entire world to see.  They fixed 

that problem in the second half – no gloves!   

 

A weird play occurred when the Madonna quarterback was scrambling around and just 

about stopped when he was twisted around.  He tossed the ball over his shoulder to a 

waiting eligible receiver for a completion.  Just a small miracle.   

 

Play:  There was kick-catching interference called when the kick-off team caught the 

kick. Ruling:  The captain of the receiving team was given all three options and chose to 

have K re-kick after the 15 yard penalty was administered.  Those of us sitting in the 

stands wondered if the referee had clearly explained all the options.  Should have known 

he wouldn’t screw it up.  My bad.  Some on the MD Board made me a little shaky on this 

type of play. 

 

An assistant Greenbrier West coach was flagged for unsportsmanlike behavior for 

comments made.  

 

The crew did a great job in this game. 

 

Summary: 

 

Excellent officiating and the back judges in these games were very, very good.  They 

were at the goal line on long gains (although there weren’t that many).   

Since all of these officials were representing all of our football officials across the State 

of West Virginia, we can be very proud!  I am certainly proud of them. 

 

 



Playoffs – Round 3 

 

 

Play:  Team A gets caught in their end zone for a safety and then there is a dead ball foul 

against Team B.  Team A (now K) from their 20-yard line kicks the ball out of bounds.  

Where do we line up if B (now R), (a) accepts the penalty and wants K to re-kick or (b) 

wants the distance award.  Ruling: (a) Penalize B for the dead ball unsportsmanlike foul 

to A’s 35 for the free kick.  Then after that free kick goes out of bounds and R accepts the 

penalty for a re-kick, penalize K back to their 30 and set up for the next free kick.  (b) If 

R wants to take the ball 25 yards from the free kick line, then they will have the ball 1
st
 

and 10 from their own 40-yard line. 

 

In one of our playoff games, as the game time was winding down, the referee asked the 

winning QB if he was going to take a knee.  The kid did but his coach had told him to run 

a play.  So, referees don’t ask this question, just be prepared.  The kid thought the referee 

had told him to take a knee. 

 

In another game a pair of white soled shoes showed up on a referee.  It is very unsettling 

to have officials disregard the WVSSAC Official’s uniform requirements.  I know the 

shoes don’t have anything to do with how a game is called but I fear that if an official 

chooses to ignore one requirement he will not think twice about ignoring another.  Not 

good! 

 

Finals next week. 

 

Suddenlink will delay broadcast these games.  AAA game on Sunday, Dec. 8 @ 8pm.  

and on Friday, Dec. 13
th

 @ 8:30pm.  The AA game on Saturday, Dec. 7 @ 8pm and on 

Monday Dec. 9 @ 8:30pm.  The A game on Sunday, Dec. 8 @ 4pm and on Tuesday, 

Dec. 10 @ 8:30pm 

 

 

 

Playoffs – Round 2 

 

 

2 playoffs weeks in the books and 2 more to go. 

 

Umpires, when the ball is dead between the hash and the 9-yard mark, go and get it. 

Don’t be lulled into just being a ball spotter. 

 

Wings, when mopping up, watch the action behind the play, especially behind the referee 

if he has gone on downfield.  Action back here can be dangerous.  Don’t be a ball-

watcher, do move with the action but look behind for possible misbehavior. 

 

Play:  3
rd

 and 5 on B’s 40-yard line.  A1 gains 4 yards and is downed at B’s 36.  The line 

judge stops the clock and then tosses his flag.  The referee sees the stop-clock signal and 



signals first down.  The problem was that the line judge had the flag for an illegal 

formation.  Referees, find out what is going on and always check to see if a first down 

has actually been achieved.  

 

In a Friday night game 

 

Team A set in an unbalanced line (the coach had told the crew they might do that) but on 

the strong side there were two eligible numbers and one was covered up by the other.  

Guess what, the covered eligible number went down field and caught a touchdown pass.  

No flag from the LJ.  Just counting the backfield doesn’t help on this kind of action, we 

need to count the linemen and see the numbers as the teams come into a set position.  Bad 

one for this crew.   

 

Another “baddy” in the same game. 

 

R muffed a kickoff and the ball rebounded back upfield where K1 picked it up and started 

to advance.  The covering official (an umpire in this case) did not stop the play and ran 

with the ball toward the goal line.  However, the referee rushed in to save the day.  He did 

miss the actual spot of the recovery of the muff but prevented a painful experience for 

this crew.   

 

In the same game the back judge had to toss a ball off the field where no one had come to 

help him.  The ball flopped on the ground out of bounds and thankfully did not roll back 

inbounds.  Other than these mishaps the crew did a very good job. 

 

Play:  Team A quarterback from deep in his end zone, throws a pass to his offensive 

lineman who is also in the end zone. Ruling:  This play results in a safety by result of the 

play or by penalty.  Either way, the result is a safety and the free kick shall be made from 

the 20-yard line.  You can’t get both the penalty distance and the safety. 

 

We had a referee get knocked on his can when the defense intercepted a pass and went 

for a touchdown.  The QB who threw the interception was the only player close to the 

referee. 

 

Taken from several 2
nd

 round games. 

 

The official who has tossed his flag does not stop the clock when the ball becomes dead.  

Linesmen need to mirror line judge’s timeout signal when a first down has been gained. 

 

Another Play:  Try for point. A is in scrimmage kick formation with the holder ready to 

receive the snap. The snap is muffed by A1 the holder. A1 runs to the 11 yard line and is 

tackled by B1. Before the tackle is completed, B1 commits a 15 yard facemask foul.   

Ruling:  Take the penalty but decline the distance and retry from the 3.  See 8-3-6b2.  

Otherwise A would have to either accept the penalty and penalize from the end of the run 

or not retry and penalize on the kickoff.  I don’t think A will want the last two options. 

 



 11-23-13  Madonna vs. Wahama Score 77-50 Madonna. 

 

 

 

Playoffs – Round 1 

 

 

Had a coach come out past the numbers to complain about a call/no-call.  The referee did 

not walk him back to the sideline. 

 

Reports are there had been an inadvertent whistle that was being ignored. 

 

This crew did not perform up to our standards this evening. 

 

A similar situation occurred in another game.  Referees – we need to walk these coaches 

to the sideline and wings you should not be permitting coaches out on the field of play 

except during timeouts. 

 

In another game the umpire went about 20 yards down field to retrieve a ball from the 

back judge and then he had to run back the 20 yards to spot the ball.  The referee ignored 

him and did not help spot the ball. 

 

In the same game the linesman had to be reminded at halftime to keep his ball boy off the 

field of play. 

 

In a tough overtime game 4 of the 5 officials chose to wear white soled/chevron shoes.  

This shows me that this crew has no regard for the uniform requirements set forth in the 

WVSSAC Officials Manual.  When you set yourself apart from everybody else it should 

be by performing above and beyond the requirements not just ignoring them.  600 + 

officials are wearing the appropriate uniform so it shouldn’t be difficult for 4 or 5 guys to 

do the same.  Shoes do not make you an official, that is a given.  Working a game is most 

important but adhering to what is accepted behavior is also important. 

 

In another game both teams were massed around the home team’s logo and were taunting 

one another just after the coin toss.  The officiating crew stepped in and stopped the 



behavior and there were no further problems.  This kind of behavior by the kids reminds 

me of a weasel out marking his territory with his scent. 

 

Still looking for a perfect game, but I really enjoyed the three crews I got to see this 

weekend.  You can tell they have worked very hard to improve their game.  I appreciate 

that. 

 

 

 

Week 11 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for a great season of officiating. 

 

 

Brief reminders: 

 

 

Referees Conduct meaningful pre-game, give clear foul signals, count offense every     

down, set tone for crew, flow with action, on short gains go near dead ball 

spot. 

 

Umpires Count offense every play, observe action in free-blocking zone, don’t just 

be a ball spotter, flow with action. 

 

Linesman Keep chain gangs hustling, start on sideline but don’t anchor there, count 

offensive line, know keys and observe blocking by your tackle/guard, 

allow play to go by you and then follow, get precise forward progress, 

manage sideline. 

 

Line Judge Start on sideline but don’t anchor there, always know location of front  

stake, know keys and observe blocking by your tackle/guard, allow play to 

go by you and then follow, get precise forward progress, manage sideline. 

 

Back Judge Start about 17 yards deep or 5 yards deeper than deepest defender, count  

defense, be alert to actions by and to your keys, observe blocking by 

wideouts, when you  have goal line be there. 

 

All On kickoffs, observe action in your zone and toward center of the field.  

Sideline officials use “Face and Follow” technique to cover sideline 

returns.  3 deep and 2 short on kickoffs provides better kickoff coverage 

other than short free kicks.  Everybody should mirror time out signals.  

Wide-side referees are covering plays better than passing-arm side guys. 

 

 



Play:  3rd and 8  with A on B’s 40. A1 is tackled for no gain but B1 is called for a late hit 

after the tackle. A2 then knocks B1 down. Both B1 and A2 are flagged for late hits. 

Where will the ball be spotted and what is the down? 

 

Ruling: Since the dead ball fouls would be penalized in the order which they occurred, 15 

yds. against B which would take the ball to B’s 25 and result in a first down. Then 15 yds 

against A and the ball would be returned to B’s 40 where A1 was tackled.  It would be 1st 

and 10 for A on B’s 40 yd. line. The 2 dead ball fouls do not offset even though the ball 

ends up at the same yd. line where A1 was tackled.  Because a first down is involved the 

penalty distances must be stepped off. 

 

Playoffs are next.  To those crews selected to work, congratulations.  Work hard, hustle, 

concentrate and have fun. 
 

 

 

Week 10 

 

 

We are winding down. 

 

Looks like there will be some excitement this weekend and a competitive playoff series 

 

We have a 20-minute halftime interval.  In addition there are 3 more minutes to be added 

to that for warm-up purposes. 

 

As long as the band is off the field by the time the 3-minute warm-up period ends there is 

no penalty. 

 

That means bands really have a total of 23 minutes for those of you who can’t figure out 

what I have said. 

 

Play from week 9.  Ruling:  A still has the option of placing the ball anywhere between 

the hashes.  Since A1 held on the 1, B will likely accept the penalty and A will retry from 

their 11-yard line. 

 

Play 1: 2
nd

 and 5 from A’s 27-yard line.  From his 30-yard line A2 throws a backward 

pass to A2 who muffs the ball.  During this interval A75 grabbed B33 by the face mask 

on A’s 32-yard line.  A2 then falls on the ball at A’s 25-yard line.  Where is the penalty 

for the face mask to be enforced? 

 

Ruling:  This is a foul during a running play so the basic spot and enforcement spot are 

from the end of the run prior to losing possession.   

 

We should probably start bean-bagging backward passes which occur beyond the line of 

scrimmage.   



 

Play 2:  Defensive end B46 is lined up just a tad wider than the tight end.  He charges at 

the snap and engages the tight end with a shoulder block above the waist, then, while in 

the neutral zone, he drops low to drive into the offensive tackle below the waist. 

 

Ruling:  This is an illegal block below the waist by the defender.  He was not in the 

neutral zone at the snap and his second contact was with a different player below the 

waist so he has fouled.  This is an example covering two reasons for the block to be 

illegal.  One, the defender was not in the neutral zone at the snap and Two, his second 

contact was not as a result of his immediate charge 

 

This photo was taken 11/1 at Marietta coin toss.  Do you suppose the visiting team could 

be a tad intimidated?   Hope we never see this in WV. 

 

 
 

 

 

In the Mohigan Bowl, 3 officials with white shoe soles and 2 without.  Looks bad.  Also 

in the same game there was a kick that bounced out of bounds and no one bothered to 

immediately stop the clock.   

 

Play 3:  Team A is down 2 points and has no timeouts left.  Game clock shows 1.5 

seconds on B’s 2-yard line.  Team A false starts and is penalized and the referee tells the 

captains the clock will start on the ready.  Then Team B’s head coach calls a timeout.   

 

Ruling:  Hang Team B’s head coach.  No untimed down because the false start was not 

during a live ball play.  Team A goes on and scores. 

 

Play 4:  Pass play where ball is thrown 15 yards down field.  A58 is 5 yards beyond the 

line when the pass is released.  The wing on that side got picked off by an assistant coach 

and was not able to finish covering the play.  Ruling:  This was not a multiple foul 

because the restricted area contact is treated as a non-player foul.  The crew did penalize 

the 15-yard restricted area contact but they missed the ineligible illegally down field.  If 

they had caught both penalties could have been assessed. 



 

 

 

Week 9 

 

 

I should have waited till Monday morning to issue the 8
th

 week comments (full moon that 

night). 

 

We had an incident the officials were leaving the field to go to their locker room and 

were accosted by an angry home team father.  No injuries, other than feelings were hurt.  

Also, no security was available because they were helping game administrators move 

gate money to the school. 

 

At another game a wing official reportedly threw a flag at a coach and hit him in the 

chest.  Thankfully this part of the story is not true.  The coach was already upset so he 

kicked the flag back toward the official which drew another flag.  Thankfully this second 

one didn’t hit the coach. 

 

Guys, flags during dead ball intervals go UP not AT! 

 

From a fellow official:  It was asked of me what I would do if on 3rd down and 5, both 

teams out of timeouts and A on B's 15-yd line.  B is winning 21-20 and there are 20 

seconds left on a running clock.  Team K lines up for a field goal and kicks the ball in an 

attempt to win the game. The kick is blocked but K recovers and is downed behind the 

LOS at R's 20. 

 

I answered that I would spot the ball on R's 20 and the clock would continue to run. At 

that point it would be up to K to get the 4th down snap off before the clock expired. The 

person asking this question seemed to think the clock stopped after a legal kick and 

would not start until the snap. 

 

I disagree. 

 

The rules say the clock is stopped after a legal kick and there is a new series of downs 

awarded to either team. In this case a new series of downs is not awarded and we simply 

play 4th down if K can get the play off before the clock expire 

 

I observed 2 good crews this weekend.  They obviously have developed good habits so 

they can do their jobs without thinking about what they need to being doing.  Good habits 

are developed through following accepted guidelines at all levels of play.  You can’t just 

turn off bad habits and perform at a high level when needed. 

 

Treat all games, lower level and varsity as though they were the Super 6 games. 

 



Dress accordingly to uniform requirements and use accepted mechanics of the State in 

which you are working.   

 

Play:  A35 received a hard tackle and went down limp.  No official went to him to check 

and see if he could respond to a question.  He lay on the field for about 5 minutes as 

trainers looked him over.  A few plays later he came back in the game and went down 

with another injury and had to be hauled off in an ambulance.  I hope nothing serious is 

wrong with this player because the first injury may have shown signs of a concussion and 

he would then have not been put back in the game.  No report yet of the extent of his 

injury. 

 

Guys, do your job, check these players out. 

 

Play:  On a try down, A2 runs into the side zone then forward into B’s end zone.  

However, A45 held on B’s 1-yard line.  Where is the ball to be spotted for the replay if B 

accepts the penalty? 

 

Ruling next week. 

 

 

Week 8 

 

 

Not much to report on this week. 

 

9 weeks down and 2 to go.   

 

Stay on top of your game. 

 

I should have waited till Monday morning to issue the 8th week comments (full moon 

that night). 

 

We had an incident as the officials were leaving the field to go to their locker room and 

were accosted by an angry home team father.  No injuries, other than feelings were hurt.  

Also, no security was available because they were helping game administrators move 

gate money to the school. 

 

At another game a wing official reportedly threw a flag at a coach and hit him in the 

chest.  Thankfully this part of the story is not true.  The coach was already upset so he 

kicked the flag back toward the official which drew another flag.  Thankfully this second 

one didn’t hit the coach.  Guys, flags during dead ball intervals go UP not AT! 

 

From a fellow official: 

 

It was asked of me what I would do if on 3rd down and 5, both teams out of timeouts and 

A on B's 15-yd line.  B is winning 21-20 and there are 20 seconds left on a running clock.  



Team K lines up for a field goal and kicks the ball in an attempt to win the game. The 

kick is blocked but K recovers and is downed behind the LOS at R's 20. 

 

I answered that I would spot the ball on R's 20 and the clock would continue to run. At 

that point it would be up to K to get the 4th down snap off before the clock expired. 

 

The person asking this question seemed to think the clock stopped after a legal kick and 

would not start until the snap. 

 

I disagree. 

 

The rules say the clock is stopped after a legal kick and there is a new series of downs 

awarded to either team. In this case a new series of downs is not awarded and we simply 

play 4th down if K can get the play off before the clock expire 

 

I observed 2 good crews this weekend.  They obviously have developed good habits so 

they can do their jobs without thinking about what they need to being doing.  Good habits 

are developed through following accepted guidelines at all levels of play.  You can’t just 

turn off bad habits and perform at a high level when needed.  Treat all games, lower level 

and varsity as though they were the Super 6 games.   Dress accordingly to uniform 

requirements and use accepted mechanics of the State in which you are working. 

   

Play:  A35 received a hard tackle and went down limp.  No official went to him to check 

and see if he could respond to a question.  He lay on the field for about 5 minutes as 

trainers looked him over.  A few plays later he came back in the game and went down 

with another injury and had to be hauled off in an ambulance.  I hope nothing serious is 

wrong with this player because the first injury may have shown signs of a concussion and 

he would then have not been put back in the game.  No report yet of the extent of his 

injury. 

 

Guys, do your job, check these players out. 

 

Play:  On a try down, A2 runs into the side zone then forward into B’s end zone.  

However, A45 held on B’s 1-yard line.  Where is the ball to be spotted for the replay if B 

accepts the penalty?  Ruling next week. 

 

 

Week 8 

 

 

Having passed the midway point of our 2013 season we seem to have settled down and 

are using appropriate mechanics and not getting real big rules misapplications.   

 

I hope I haven’t opened up some mysterious omen by this statement. 

 

Keep up the good work.  Continue studying both rules and mechanics. 



 

In week 3 comments I included this play. 

 

“Play 3:  During the last timed down of the 2nd quarter Team B commits defensive pass 

interference against A81 who caught the pass for a TD.  What options are given to Team 

A?  If they chose to accept the penalty and keep the TD points when will the penalty be 

enforced?  Ruling:  If the penalty is accepted it may be enforced on the try.  See 3-3-3a 

and 3-3-4b4 which prevents having the option for an untimed down for a kickoff.” 

 

I am now correcting my error.  The penalty can be carried over to the subsequent 2nd half 

kickoff if so chosen.  The statement which states “which prevents...” is wrong. 

 

Had this question asked this week. 

 

At last week’s game Moorefield at Fayetteville, Coach See from Moorefield asked during 

the coach conference about taking captains out before the second half.  He said they were 

no longer doing that up North. I asked if maybe that was out of state crews and he said 

no, Eastern Panhandle and Mason Dixon Boards. I told him I had heard nothing 

discussing any change and yes we would be taking them out. 

 

Have I missed something? Thinking maybe experimenting in some areas?” 

 

ANSWER:  We have not changed our mechanic of bringing captains out to the center of 

the field for the second half options.  When I get a chance to ask our WVSSAC Coaches 

Advisory Committee about this we may change to what is in the NFHS Football Manual. 

Until then, bring the captains out for the 2nd half options.  You guys in the PV, MD  and 

EP Boards need to stay with us for a while. 

 

Friday night there was an excellent example of communications between a wing and the 

back judge.  A fairly long punt rolled out of bounds on the sideline of the wing who was 

covering his 1/3 of the field. 

 

The wing went toward the spot and the back judge came over and they discussed where 

the ball rolled over the sideline.  They got it right. 

 

As I go over Special Reports it is apparent we need to identify the team of the guilty 

player.  Example:  #75 of East Peckham High cussed me out.  Not #75 cussed me out. 

 

Play:  R22 is lying on the ground in the end zone when the free kick is made from K’s 40.  

R27 catches the kick on R’s 10 and after the ball was kicked R22 got up and ran into the 

field of play to receive a backward pass from R27.  Ruling: Foul during loose ball play.  

(9-6-4e.)   If penalty is accepted K will re-kick from R’s 45. 

 

 

 

Week 7 



 

 

I received this (edited) from Jesse Garcia (MD).  Good reminders here. 

 

 

“ I hope you all have had a good weekend.  No matter how nice it was, nothing is going 

to compare to what we have in store for us on Friday night.   This is a big one.  Wheeling 

Park is undefeated and Morgantown has only lost to Martinsburg.   These 2 schools 

ranked 2 and 3 in last week’s power ratings.  We have to be prepared for this one both 

mentally and physically.  I suggest we use the next few days to keep our minds and bodies 

in top shape.  

 

Here are the plans for the upcoming event.   We need to be in Morgantown at 5:30 as this 

is a 7pm start.  I am heading there straight from work and unfortunately, will be going by 

myself.   We need to have a good pregame, so here are your topics of discussion for this 

week.  As with our previous assignments, keep your topic to 5 minutes or less.  

 

Rick....blocking below the waist.  (Morgantown has complained about this being used 

against them in the past). 

Mike....fair catches. 

Tony .....forward progress. 

Glenn.....Free kicks.   Especially cover ones that go out of bounds since we have had a 

rash of those.  

Lastly,  I have been concerned all year about our Football IQ.  What I mean here is, "are 

we reviewing in our minds what may happen next or what should we do next when 

certain situations arise".    Examples are 4th down plays.  Change of possessions.  Kicks, 

3rd and long plays, etc.    For instance, are we anticipating a pass on 3rd and 12 and the 

team behind is on offense.    Are we ready on 4th down to stop the clock?   There are 2 

minutes left in the game and the score has just became tied after the PAT.   Are you ready 

for an onside kick at this point?  Is your bean bag in your hand?  Mechanically, I have 

noticed on multiple occasions, that we are not prepared for what should be expected.  

Think about this during the week as you prepare yourself.  While looking at your rule 

book, ask yourself what should I be doing if this rule is invoked.  

 

Here are some things more specifically that I have noticed over the first 6 weeks.      Kick 

off goes out of bounds.  Wings more interested in getting a ball instead of asking their 

coach what option he wants. Don't assume he wants it at the out of bounds spot.    What 

good is it to have their ball if the coach wants a re-kick.  Get your priorities down first.  

 

Punt plays.   Are we looking for that fair catch, and if it is made, do you know what you 

have to do.   We messed it up last week, 2 years ago in the Bridgeport/ University High 

game and last year at Keyser in the playoffs.    We have a large gap for improvement 

here.   With time running out in the half, are we anticipating the coach to call a timeout 

to get an extra play or 2 in before the half expires.   Improving your football IQ will make 

you a superior official and that is what my goal is.  I want for all of us to do the little 



things better than anyone else so each of you can standout at your position.  Think about 

this while going over rules and mechanics this week.    Good luck, stay healthy and I 

can't wait to see you on Friday (or Tuesday if you come to the meeting). “    

 

Remember my 6 P theory.  “ Proper planning prevents piss poor performance.” 

 

 

Dylan Jeffries, South Harrison High School  Rest in peace! 
 

 

 

Unusual Situation this year: The home team was late in returning to the field at the end of 

the 20 minute halftime. The captains were on the field at the expiration but the team did 

not arrive until about a minute later. The home team coach was assessed an 

unsportsmanlike penalty for not being on the field for the mandatory 3 minute warm-up 

period as required by rule.  You gotta do what you gotta do! 

 

Friday night there must have been a full moon behind those clouds.  Lots of fighting and 

cursing going on.  Buckle up guys, week 8 gets tighter. 

 

Play:  I couldn’t resist posting this play.  K’s ball 4th and 10 on their own 30.  K1 punts 

the ball and R1 (who is not very coordinated) runs up and tries to catch the ball at K’s 40.  

The ball ricochets off of his helmet and rebounds back behind the original line of 

scrimmage.  K1 picks up the ball and thinks he can get a first down by running.  As he 

gets to K’s 36 he realizes he will not make the front stake so he throws a pass toward his 

teammate who is on K’s 38.  The pass falls incomplete.  I should give you time to think 

through this but here is the ruling.  Ruling:  Stop the clock for the incomplete illegal pass.  

Penalize K 5 yards for the illegal pass and it will be K’s ball 1st and 10 on K’s 31.  R 

touched the ball beyond the expanded neutral so whoever is in possession at the end of 

the down has the ball 1st and 10.  See 5—1-3f. 

 

 

Week 6 

 

Things are looking up.  I am still in search of the perfect game. 

 

Has it happened to you yet? 

 

Let us not get complacent.  The next few weeks are going to be very competitive so be on 

your toes. 



 

Thanks for jobs well done. 

 

 

Play 1:  First and 10 @ A30.  QB A10 is under a hard rush and throws a pass towards an 

area beyond the line that is only occupied by left tackle A77.  It falls incomplete.  The 

pass was slightly tipped by B55 behind the neutral zone but the ball's trajectory was not 

changed. 

 

Ruling:  The touching by B caused A77 to become an eligible receiver - no foul; 7-5-2d 

is trumped by 7-5-6b. 

 

Play 2:  Same play, but instead of A77 being downfield, no A player is in the area.   

 

Ruling:  Intentional grounding foul by A10; see 7-5-2d.  Referees must be sure you get 

your flag on the yard line from which the illegal pass was thrown. 

 

Observing games this year I see good hustle by the great majority of our officials. 

 

However, wings sometimes get into trouble by hurrying to cover a play on their sideline 

and get too close to the action.  Keep a safe distance away from the action, not only for 

your safety but also to better see what is going on.  When you get too close your vision 

zone is too small to see all the action.  5-8 yards away is better than being 2 yards 

removed. 

 

We are having problems with ending up with two officials at the dead ball spot when we 

get a sideline kickoff return.  I’m sending out the “Fade – Follow” mechanic to review. 

Also, wings need to work harder on squaring off forward progress spots.  Remember we 

need to know where the most forward part of the ball is when the runner is down.  

Forward progress is rarely where the knee/s hit the ground.  That is why you need the 

perspective of looking in at the spot at a perfect 90° angle.  Don’t circle in or run in at an 

oblique angle.  All other officials need to do the same whenever possible. 

 

 

Week 5 

 

 

Here are a couple of brain twisters from last week:  

 

Play A:  R4 gives an invalid fair catch signal in the expanded neutral zone.  The punt just 

goes 5 yards downfield where R12 muffs it and the ball rebounds back into K’s end zone.  

K3 recovers and is downed in his end zone.  Ruling:  Foul during loose ball play.  There 

are no limits as to where R4 may give a valid fair or invalid fair catch signal.  Neither 

permits R to advance the ball or R4 to block.  Team K will surely take the penalty from 

the previous spot.  If not then they will be charged with a safety. In Play A there is no 

PSK since R does not have possession at the end of the kick, so quit worrying about that. 



 

Play B:  A17 fumbles the snap and the ball goes into his end zone.  B45 held A82 beyond 

the LOS.  A34 recovers the ball in his end zone.  Ruling:  Another loose ball play and 

Team A can take the penalty from the previous spot.   

 

Free kick after a fair catch or awarded fair catch:  I got this from a buddy up in 

Maine, Ralph Damren. 

 

“A few things to keep in mind : (1) set the stakes, they will provide the neutral zone; (2) 

unlike a scrimmage kick field goal attempt - which is like a punt - this becomes anyone's 

ball once it's gone 10; (3) in the unlikely event the kick goes OOB untouched by R you 

have a flag; (4) Clock doesn't start until kick legally touched - if it flies thru the pipes or 

into the EZ, it doesn't; (5) R's coach shouldn't have to burn a TO to find out what's about 

to happen. While this is extremely rare, WH's explanation to him - and the confused 

masses if miked- could be, "The captain's election is to free kick for a field goal, all the 

normal kickoff rules will apply." If the coach needs to learn more, he can then choose to 

TO.”   If you have an auxiliary down marker, put it on R’s restraining line as well.  

Something to think about.  Mike 

   

I received this from Earl Snyder of the MD Board.  Nice! 

 

Sportsmanship is still with us.  We worked the Belington at Tucker Valley Middle School 

game yesterday (09/26/2013) Tucker Valley is above average and Belington (all 16 of 

them) well below average.  With the score TVMS 38-6 and 4:10 remaining in the game- 

Belington broke about a 70 yard touchdown run. 

 

The problem was that Belington only had 10 players in the formation with 6 on the line 

of scrimmage.  The wing officials threw a flag at the snap as they should. 

 

Tucker Valley Coach Jim Ambrose instructed his captain to decline the penalty and allow 

the touchdown. 

 

Punt play and back judge was behind the deepest receiver.  Guess what happened next.  

You got it, an inadvertent whistle!  Back Judges get up where you can see the receivers 

hands and keep the whistle out of your mouth. 

 

In another game, on the first kickoff, the back judge threw a flag for encroachment on the 

kicking team but did not blow his whistle until the receiving team was downed after 

catching the kick 40 yards away.  Kickoff encroachments are dead ball fouls!  Must have 

been a “funny moon” for back judges Friday night. 

 

Play:  K punts from his 30-yard line and R1 catches the ball on R’s 45.  As the return 

develops, R34 blocks in the back on K’s 42.  Then R1 is tackled by the face mask (15-

yarder) on K’s 33-yard line.  What now? 

 

This issue is very troubling.  In the Capital – South Charleston game the officials started 



the overtime from the 25-yard line.  I cannot find a reason for this to occur. They also 

misapplied the “spike” rule by permitting a quarterback to spike the ball from a shotgun 

formation and not penalize for an illegal forward pass.  The clock of course is stopped but 

since the “spike” was used to stop the clock illegally, the clock should have started on the 

ready after penalizing A 5 yards and a loss of down. 

 

 

Week 4 

 

 

This is from last week but I didn’t get the information until Monday. 

 

First kickoff of a game and the kicking team encroached.  A flag was tossed but no one 

killed the play and a long return had to be cancelled and the kicking team penalized.  The 

B J on this game should learn to focus from the get-go. 

 

Look below at the alignment of the right tackle and guard.  This was not penalized.  

Wings, if it is this bad, flag it immediately, you can’t let this go. 

 

 
 

Had an episode where a coach got hot and stepped a couple of yards out on the field.  The 

referee told him to return to his box and pointed to it rather than walking the coach off the 

field.  The coach obviously wanted a flag to fire up his players and fans. 

 

An umpire had a flag and stayed with the flag instead of moving with the play.  The play 

ended up about 25 yards deep and on a sideline and the umpire had to truck over there to 

tell the referee what he had.  If he had continued to officiate and float with the play 

several seconds could have been saved to get the penalty enforced. 

 

Maybe it is me but are our clock operators getting worse?  Referees, you must keep your 

head on a swivel and always know the time when we get a clock stopper.  Perhaps this is 

just happening at schools I visit.   



 

Friday night I noted a problem that we will choose to ignore.  This occurs frequently 

when teams run a no-huddle offense.  Teams are in their sideline huddles when the ready 

is given and then get into their formation. Their wide outs do not go inside the numbers 

after the ready.  They were in the huddle when the whistle sounded.   

 

For two weeks in a row I have had the pleasure of observing 3 good umpires.  They 

hustle, float with lateral plays, get balls from side zones, apply penalty administration 

correctly and maintain control of all those players in the free-blocking zone area. 

 

Unusual Play:  Team K, on 3
rd

 down, lined up in scrimmage kick formation except they 

did not have at least 4 players numbered 50-79 on the line of scrimmage.  Good catch by 

that umpire. 

 

Note:  We all need to remind ourselves prior to a punt that we must stop the clock when 

the ball becomes dead after the punt. 

 

Here are a couple of brain twisters:  Play A:  R4 gives an invalid fair catch signal in the 

expanded neutral zone.  The punt just goes 5 yards downfield where R12 muffs it and the 

ball rebounds back into K’s end zone.  K3 recovers and is downed in his end zone.  Play 

B:  A17 fumbles the snap and the ball goes into his end zone.  B45 held A82 beyond the 

LOS.  A34 recovers the ball in his end zone. 

 

Rulings next week. 

 

In Play A there is no PSK so quit worrying about that. 

 

 

Week 3 

 

 

It appears we are not all on the same page relevant to players wearing a single sleeve on 

an arm.  If there is a medical reason for the sleeve, if there is a pad in the sleeve or if two 

sleeves are worn, one on each arm, then they will be legal equipment.  Otherwise have 

them removed before the first kickoff. 

 

Snappers are turning the ball 180° during adjustment.  See CB 5.1.3.  This should only 

happen once and must be called a snap infraction foul. 

 

Umpires need to float laterally with sweeps to view problems inside ball action.  Don’t 

just become a ball spotter.  Stay involved in all live ball and dead ball action. 

 

We still have a few wings not starting each play on the sideline.  In these instances it 

appears they would rather start 3-4 yards on the field and ignore the crowded sideline.  

This reflects on the lack of professionalism of these wings.  Is it possible they don’t wish 

to deal with the coaches on their sideline? 



 

Another weird happening:  At the coin toss both teams rushed toward one another 

bypassing the BJ and LJ.  Ruling:  Put UNS on the head coaches.  I would put coaches 

on notice that anymore UNS stuff would result in one or both of them being ejected. 

 

Play 1:  During a free kick down a K player bats the grounded kick so it will not go out 

of bounds. 

 

What is the ruling?   

 

Play 2:  During a free kick down a K player bats a grounded free kick in an attempt to 

keep it from going into R’s end zone but the bat forces the ball out of bounds. 

 

What is the ruling? 
 

Time for some nit-picking. 

 

K is lined up with 7 men on the line but only 4 are numbered 50-79.  The “holder” is 

kneeling but does not have his knee or knees on the ground.  He is 7 yards deep and there 

is a kicker behind him.  The holder receives the snap and places it on a tee.  The kicker 

kicks the ball over the cross bar and between the uprights. 

 

What have we got? 

 

Would it make any difference if the kicking team had 5 players numbered between 50 

and 79 on the line? 

 

What mechanics cover these types of plays? 

 

Play 3:  During the last timed down of the 2
nd

 quarter Team B commits defensive pass 

interference against A81 who caught the pass for a TD.  What options are given to Team 

A?  If they chose to accept the penalty and keep the TD points when will the penalty be 

enforced?  Ruling:  If the penalty is accepted it may be enforced on the try.  See 3-3-3a 

and 3-3-4b4 which prevents having the option for an untimed down for a kickoff. 

 

(See Week 8) - I am now correcting my error.  The penalty can be carried over to the 

subsequent 2nd half kickoff if so chosen.  The statement which states “which prevents...” 

is wrong. 

  

 

Play 4:  During the last timed down of the 2
nd

 quarter Team A completes a pass for a TD 

and then a Team B player commits a dead ball personal foul.  If Team accepts the penalty 

when should the penalty be enforced?  Ruling:  The acceptance could be enforced on the 

try or the 2
nd

 half kickoff. 

 

Play 5:  During the last timed down of the 2
nd

 period Team A commits two fouls, one for 



an ineligible going downfield on a legal forward pass which crossed the line and holding 

downfield before a change of possession.  B33 then intercepts the pass and B2 blocks A3 

in the back at B’s 8-yard line.  B33 is downed at B’s 30-yard line and time has expired.  

What now?  Ruling:  B can decline both of A’s fouls and keep the football.  Then A may 

choose to accept or decline B’s foul.  If A accepts B’s foul we must play an untimed 

down after penalizing B from their 8 to their 4.  Or A can decline B’s foul and the period 

would end.  Strangely A accepted the penalty to force B to snap the ball deep in their own 

territory. 

 

 

Week 2 

 

   

Play 1:  3
rd

 down and goal to go.  4 seconds in 2
nd

 quarter remaining.  Team A in shotgun 

formation and the QB spikes the ball.  Ruling:  Intentional grounding to conserve time.  

Penalize from the spot of the pass and start the clock on the ready. 

 

Play 2:  3
rd

  and 5 on B’s 18-yard line.  Team B commits a dead ball personal foul 

followed by an unsportsmanlike foul by Team A.  Ruling:  Measure the penalty against B 

half the distance making it 1
st
 down for Team A on B’s 9-yard line.  Referee signal 1

st
 

down, then measure off the Unsportsmanlike foul against Team A putting the ball on B’s 

24-yard line 1
st
 and 10.  See 5-3-1. 

 

Play 3:  K1 places the ball on his kicking tee prior to a kickoff and then the ready-to-play 

signal is given.  K1 then runs up and moves the tee to another position.  Ruling:  Delay 

of game.  See Case Book 4.3.6 and Rule 4-3-6.  Move the ball back 5 yards and try to get 

the KO started right. 

 

Play 4: Team A throws a pass for a first down. Prior to the ball being marked ready-to-

play, the team A center snaps the ball.  The down marker was in place but the chains 

were not ready. Immediately after the "illegal snap", flags were thrown and the play was 

shut down.  Ruling:  See 5-3-1.  Move everything back 5 yards, 1
st
 and 10 for Team A . 

 

Check the white shoe soles on the official.  Doesn’t the book say shoes shall be black? 

 

 
 

Weird game ending:  Team A down 3 points and has no timeouts left.  Clock down to 3 

seconds left in the 4
th

 quarter.  Team A has just run the ball and it gets spotted and Team 



A is trying to line up when a Team B player kicks the ball into his end zone.  The referee 

was looking at the game clock and knew there was 3 seconds left when the ball was 

kicked.  The clock ran down but was reset at 3 seconds after Princeton was penalized for 

the dead ball kick.  The ruling was for a delay of game and the clock was not started until 

the snap.  Team A still did not score.  Ruling was correct. 

 

Even though we have had several run-away games, we need to remember the game is for 

the kids to learn how to compete and for their participation. 

 

It appears, from observer reports and my observations, that wings are letting down on 

keeping restricted area clean and keeping coaches off field. 

 

 

Week 1 

 

 

Play 1:  2
nd

 down on A’s 5-yard line.  B1 holds A73 on the LOS and A1 receives the 

snap and drops back into his end zone.  He is tackled there.  Ruling:  Running play 

penalized from the end of the run which would make this play a safety.  However, since 

B fouled the penalty would be enforced from the goal line and the down would remain 

2
nd

 with the ball moved to A’s 10-yardline.   

 

Play 2:  Same scenario but this time A1 fumbles the ball in his end zone or throws an 

incomplete forward pass.  Ruling:  This is now a loose ball play and the basic spot and 

enforcement spot would be the previous spot, still 2
nd

 down for A.  The penalty will move 

the ball to Team A’s 15-yard line and the down may become 1
st
 for A. 

 

Play 3:  2
nd

 down on A’s 5-yard line and A73 holds on the LOS.  A1 drops back into his 

end zone and is tackled there.  Ruling:  This is a running play and the enforcement spot is 

the end of the run.  So whether the penalty is accepted or not the result is a safety.   

 

Play 4:  Same play except A1 fumbles or throws an incomplete pass from his end zone 

and A73 holds on the LOS and A1 is tackled in the end zone.  Ruling:  The play is a 

loose ball play and the penalty must be accessed from the previous spot, still 2
nd

 down for 

A but the penalty will put the ball on A’s 2 ½ yard line. 

 

A pass was thrown down the middle of the field and the receiver had to dive for it placing 

his back to the back judge.  There was the question as to whether or not the receiver 

trapped the ball.  The umpire did not turn quickly enough to make a call and the wings 

had no idea what happened.  When in doubt what do you do?  Remember to make a 

completion the ball must be possessed and controlled by the receiver.  The white hat has 

to be the “decider”.  My philosophy is to never be in doubt – see the play.  5 men 

shouldn’t miss this. 

 

A few times during a game I was observing the wings did not have the same forward 

progress spot.  Why not? 



 

Note following photo, arm band is illegal equipment.  Clean this stuff up prior to game. 

 

 
 

Line Judges must stop clock when the ball becomes dead and a new series will be 

awarded.  It helps if L J’s flow with the play and are always aware of the front stake. 

Wings, remember to help BJ get ball off field.  Don’t make him feel like he is left alone 

out there. 

 

Mercy Me, another case of moving the ball prior to measurement;  referees must be 

aware of the possibility of a measurement.  L J and U must communicate that we may 

want to take a look. 

 

Now that we all have removed the “rust” we should be able to eliminate mistakes and 

keep game flow smooth. 

 

 

Before Varsity Week 1 

 

 

I asked Mike if he had any last-minute advice for officials before they start their Week 1 

varsity games.  He provided the following: 

 

1.  The kids are physically better prepared than we are.  Stay safe. 

 

2.  Make this year the best yet, so start it off error free. 

 

3.  If you are convinced that you can handle anything that might occur, then go do it! 


