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Greear will challenge Webster for court seat 
by Ry Rivard 
Daily Mail Capitol Reporter 

Dan Greear, the Republican lawyer who nearly unseated Attorney General Darrell McGraw, announced Thursday he 

will challenge Democrat Carrie Webster for her new spot on the Kanawha County Circuit Court. 

Webster, whom Gov. Joe Manchin on Wednesday named to replace Judge Irene Berger on the court, has not yet taken 

her seat on the bench. Berger left last month for a lifetime seat on a federal district court. Webster will have to run in 

2010 to keep the seat and fill the remainder of Berger's unexpired term. 

In an announcement of his intention to run, Greear said Webster, one of Kanawha County's representatives in the 

state House of Delegates and the current chairwoman of the House Judiciary Committee, has a history "painted with 

controversy and partisanship." 

Greear, 41, a former House of Delegates member and a partner at the Charleston firm of Kesner, Kesner and Bramble, 

likely will go unchallenged in the Republican Party primary, given his narrow loss in the 2008 attorney general race 

against McGraw, a formidable Democrat. McGraw won by about 5,000 votes statewide, but Greear won Kanawha 

County by more than 4,000 votes. 

That race was marked by an onslaught of nasty ads, but Greear said he never viewed it as a partisan fight. 

"I never viewed that as Republican/Democrat issues in terms of the practice of putting out contracts without a bid. To 

me, that's not a Republican, Democrat, conservative issue. That's a good-government issue," he said. "I don't think of 

the attorney general race in the extent of Republican, Democrat labels. I think it was supporters of McGraw (versus) 

not supporters of McGraw." 

He said the circuit court race is very different than a legislative race. 

"I think you just have to let the voters know who you are and try to convince them you have the work ethic and the 

integrity and that you understand the role of a judge, which is to set aside personnel agendas and apply the rule of 

law," Greear said. 

Greear has been married for 17 years to wife Amy, a social worker. They have two sons, Josh, 10, and Ben, 8. 

He said he's been thinking about running for judge since he got involved in politics in 1994. He said he plans to be a 

judge for a while. 

"That's my immediate plan. I'm getting through this election, and I think there's six years left on the term, and I 

certainly would anticipate seeking re-election," Greear said. "If I'm fortunate enough to win this position, I look 

forward to being there for a long time." 

Contact writer Ry Rivard at ry.riv...@dailymail.com or 304-348-1796. 
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Webster scares me. She has already stated that she will use her experience as a lawmaker to make law from the bench. Not a good thing ever! But you are 
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probably right. She will never make it past the primary. She seems to have a great big feeling about herself that I have never seen justified.

Any democrat is better than a Republican.
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Webster won't make it past the primary.
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I'd rather have Dan take Darrell's seat, but as long as someone gets this left wing extremist whacko Webster off the bench, we'll all be better off.
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