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Carl Nutter is still throwing heat, but at a bit slower pace. 

The 82-year-old Cross Lanes resident is a slow-pitch softball player and member of the West Virginia 
Senior Softball Association. Last November, he was inducted into the National Senior Softball Hall of 
Fame during a ceremony in Fort Myers, Florida. 

Nutter is currently the only West Virginia resident in that hall of fame. He was nominated for the honor by 
teammates, various league officials and by such national organizations as Senior Softball USA. 

"I was notified in October; it's quite an honor,� Nutter said. 

Accompanying him to Florida for the induction ceremony were his wife of 62 years, Carol, and one of his 
daughters, Donna Evans of Pennsylvania. 

Nutter was born in Clay County, but grew up in Dunbar. He is a 1950 graduate of Dunbar High School 
and a 1954 graduate of Marshall University, where he played baseball and football while earning a 
degree in education. 

Athletics has always figured prominently in his life. He was a longtime high school and college football 
and basketball official, having officiated football games for 44 years and basketball games for 38 years. 

"I worked all kinds of championship games,� Nutter said. 

Softball has always been close to Nutter's heart. 

"I've just always been around it and love the sport.� 

Until he was 46 years old, he played fast-pitch softball for various teams, including one sponsored by one 
of the region's first discount department stores, Heck's. 

"I quit fast-pitch at 46,� he said. 

When he gave up the sport in his 40s, he never dreamed he would one day play again. Seventeen years 
later, though, as the urging of Nemo Nearman, who was active in organizing senior sports activities, 
Nutter picked up a ball and glove and got reacquainted with the sport he loves. 

Nutter has played on 24 national champion senior softball teams. In his Cross Lanes home, he has a 
display of championship rings, trophies and other mementos. 

"Most all of my championships were with the Mitchell Construction team in Maryland,� he said. 



To get into the hall of fame, people associated with the game had to write letters in support of Nutter's 
nomination. 

"And you have to had played for at least eight years and won some honors. People in the hall of fame 
also recommend you. Everybody wants to be in it, but you can't do it on your own,� he said. 

Among those who wrote letters in support of his nomination was Fran Dowell, executive director of Senior 
Softball USA. Fellow player Pete Kelley also recommended Nutter for the hall of fame. 

In a statement on the Senior Softball Hall of Fame website, Kelley said, "Carl always gives the maximum 
effort, displays outstanding sportsmanship, and is the best leader, both on and off the field that I have 
ever known. Carl is a great family man. Married for over 60 years, he is a loving father and grandfather, 
and always has time for his family.� 

Nutter said he doubted he would be selected for the hall of fame. 

"I didn't figure I would get in. I was surprised and pleased when I did.� 

Owing to two hip replacements, Nutter no longer runs in games, but his pitching is still stellar. 

"I have good control and seldom walk anybody,� he said. 

He urges others who are 50 and older to get involved in senior slow-pitch softball. There are several age 
brackets for players to compete in. 

For Nutter, who has four children, eight grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, he enjoys the 
camaraderie and social aspects of the senior league. 

"You meet a lot of nice people, and you still get a chance to compete. It keeps me fit. I'll play as long as 
I'm physically able.� 

 


