
 

 

September 20, 2011  

Greg Cyrus, coach and broadcaster, dead at 62 

By Doug Smock 

Greg Cyrus, the longtime teacher, coach and radio commentator who carried a positive outlook 

and was quick with a joke, died Tuesday of a short illness, his family confirmed. He was 62. 

Cyrus taught in the Kanawha Valley for more than three decades and coached nearly as long. He 

was head coach for 15 seasons at Sissonville, Nitro and St. Albans high schools, with a year hiatus 

as commissioner of the Mountain State Athletic Conference. 

After he left coaching, he spent nine seasons as color commentator for the Thundering Herd 

Sports Network. He may have found that job as enjoyable as any, as he was a Marshall graduate 

and avid Herd fan - so avid he would show up at many of coach Bob Pruett's 6 a.m. spring 

practices, even if he had a full day ahead at work. 

"What a good guy. He's awesome," Pruett said. "What a great supporter of Marshall, a good coach 

and a good person. I considered him a friend and an all-round nice guy." 

A 1966 graduate of St. Albans High, Cyrus got his degree from Marshall and got his first teaching 

job at Hamlin High in 1971, also coaching the Bobcats' junior-high football squad and track team. 

In 1973, he entered the Kanawha County system and was an assistant football coach at Nitro for 11 

seasons. In 1984 he took his first head coaching job, at Sissonville. 

Those four seasons were his most successful in a 63-88 career. He went 23-18 and led the Indians 

to the 1987 playoffs, where Sissonville lost to Tucker County in the first round in what was then an 

eight-team field. 

A heart attack delayed his debut at Nitro, where he served from 1989-95. He went 26-44 in that 

stretch, going 5-5 twice. There he ran every offense from the wishbone to the shotgun snap, the 

latter when J.R. House arrived in 1995 as a freshman. 

He took over the MSAC post after the 1995 season, but couldn't get the coaching bug out of his 

system. He took the opening at his alma mater in 1997 and led the Red Dragons through 2000. 

The Dragons went 14-26 in those four years. 

He coached other sports, such as track and field and junior varsity basketball, but left coaching to 

become color commentator beside Steve Cotton on the Thundering Herd's radio network. 

Cyrus was a son of Marshall through and through, and he had to learn to tone that down on the 

airwaves. That was most difficult at the 2001 GMAC Bowl, when the Herd rallied from a 38-8 

halftime deficit to beat East Carolina 64-61 in double overtime. 

"He was so excited, and when Byron Leftwich threw that touchdown pass to Josh Davis, he just 

started yelling and screaming, and I don't know if I got in a word," Cotton said. "He just kind of 

yelled over top." 

Cyrus not only loved the Herd, he just plain loved football, as Cotton learned the hard way. 

"[Before] Marshall off weeks, he'd always try to convince me, 'We've got to go to Notre Dame. I've 

never been to Notre Dame,' " Cotton said. "We finally got an open weekend and Coach Cyrus said, 

'Hey, I found somebody that's got to tickets to Notre Dame.' So we drive to South Bend. 
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"Or one year, we went to [Division III power] Mount Union. He was fascinated, and when 

Marshall was off, we went to Alliance, Ohio, to see Mount Union play. We'd play on the road at a 

night game, killing time at a hotel and we'd say, 'Come on coach, let's get some lunch.' He'd say, 

'No, I'm going to get something out of the vending machine. Iowa-Iowa State is on." 

Cyrus kept a positive outlook over the airwaves, much like he did with his high school teams. He 

always called in his team's games to the newspapers, win or lose - and there are a few coaches 

notorious for not doing so in the latter instance.  

If his team lost, he simply related the facts without getting on his players. When his team won, you 

knew who played well, without doubt. He might even throw in a joke or two. 

Players, coaches, administrators and everybody else expected a lot of those.  

"He was talking about scouting us one year," said Poca coach Bob Lemley. "Halfway through that, 

he had counted 21 formations that we had run, and threw his pencil and clipboard down. He said, 

'That's way too many formations!' " 

He loved trading barbs with West Virginia fans. His pickup truck could be spotted easily - it bore 

the green bumper sticker, "My two favorite teams are Marshall and the team playing WVU." 

Paul McClanahan, Nitro principal said, "He was always verbal and liked to joke all the time. He 

was a likeable guy, always looking for the bright side, and the humorous side of things, in both 

teaching and coaching." 

Cyrus is survived by wife Brenda, daughters Denise Ash and Greg Ellyn Walker and son Paul, as 

well as four grandchildren. 

Funeral services remain pending, though they likely will be held at First Baptist Church of St. 

Albans, where Cyrus was a member. 

Reach Doug Smock at 304-348-5130 or dougsm...@wvgazette.com. 
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